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weleffort was published by a
1€ [national newspaper about a year

writer. No,

and Sunday Morning

another’s brainchild.
He’s the chap, of course, wh

had 800 words leading up to

]{OBERT CORKIN is a
not the
fellow who wrote Room at
the Top; nor was The Cruel
Sea his; and Saturday Night
was

twist—ending in the Y
Evening Post the other month;
who made a sal nce to Week-
end, among t etter payers ir
the bargain

short story
articles on t} k of the
umpteent tion slip have
occasionally made The Writer.
_Over 13 vears, about 30 of his
60 pieces have been published to

bring in from £2 10s to 15
guineas a time. So vou can see
that most of the cash for new
typewriter ribbons, and to keep
a wife and three children, come
from the acetylene burner he
uses at the ' British Railways
works, Shildon.

I doubt whether John
Nicholas Monsarrat and
Sillitoe combined get as
Kick as he does out of
ng.” And, in a who-does-

= g contest against
i trio, he
sh-over you
might suppose.
His club for
writers
Robert Corkin, aged 43 S
single-handed a club for writers
in the same league a f
It’'s a mainly- for

league, but there’'s al
chance of promotion to the
sellers’ division, or a surprise
win in the Cup Final where a
short story gives a smash-hit
idea for a film.

At 10 Larch® Avenue, his
Shildon council house, he told
me yesterday about the club and
its monthly magazine, both called
Symbol. The magazine may or
may not be your 1l4s-a-year cup
of tea, but you would agree that
Mr. Corkin couldn’t be faulted
for enthusiasm or thoroughness.
Certainly, the more than 100
Symbol members lap it up. ;

The parish magazine-sized
November eight pages—they look
like rather posh typewriting,
photo-copied — include a short
story from a member; a prize-
winning entry for a Symbol
competition; and a Devon rector
on the “some hundreds of pounds,
new friends, and contentment” he
gets from writing.

A chat with

Emily

Mr. Corkin, who edits, sends
for 1s-a-copy printing, and then
addresses the magazine to mem-
bers, contributes a paragraph each
on miracle plays and Hardy’s
Wessex. (“They’re just ideas that
may interest a reader to do more
research for an article.”)

He puts in some news about
members; sums the competi-
tion for 7 s on “Why I shall

Robert Corkin: the captain burned his ideas book.

never cease writing,”
45 entries and was
with acknowledgment, by The
Writer”; and offers free member-
ship for the best 300 words on a
chat you might have with Charles
Dickens and Emily Bronté.

He started Symbol in August,
1964, because he was dis.
illusioned with other writers’
clubs he had tried : “ They didn’t
seem to DO anything. Even the
information they sent about
magazines who wanted stories
x\ :{I.\\'a_\s in the Writers’ and

which had
borrowed

>

Year Book, anyway.

I thought 1 would start some-
thing t ring in writers, instead
of 12 them outside.” He
does ‘market information,”
but only lists publications he'’s

discovered a

t in the year
book (Home Words, the national
inset for parish m Ines), is a

November suggestion
The first couple of issues were
one page only, and he typed it

himself and sent it to five
members. Now it goes to
members in Australia, India,

Poland_and America as well as
Britain. In the last month, he’s
had more than 100 pieces sent in
for consideration.

More suitable than

‘Not suitable’

He pays a maximum of 30s:
“ When a would-be writer is paid,
however little, he knows then
that the piece has been published
on merit. When it’s not paid for,
he can never be sure.”

Although he doesn’t pretend to
be an expert, he always writes a
personal letter explaining just
why he didn’t publish a piece :
“It’s more helpful than a printed
rejection slip just saying ‘Not
suitable.”” Of ecourse, with so
little space, that means a lot
of letter-writing; most evenings
are taken up with Symbol work.

At first, he paid everything out
of his pocket. But, when a year

ago, it reached £3 10s a month, he
fixed the sub. Not many dropped
out, and some send as much as
£2. He still throws in the odd
10 bob to buy stamps.

A lot of the members—they're
teachers, clerks, nurses, factory
workers—write to each other,
and one day there may be area
meetings ever a beer. But Mr.
Corkin has only met one mem-
ber, who called on him at Shiidon.

It’s a bit of a puzzle how the
overseas members heard of
Symbol, especially the Pole. but
now the 2d-a-word ads in the
magazine include a Korean’s plea
for a pen-pal and a Spaniard’s
for view postecards.

Precious jottings
burned

Mr, Corkin, remembering that
H. G. Wells had hundreds of
rejection slips before he clicked,
doesn’t give up easily himself.
There was the story he had
refused three times; he put it
away for nine years, revised it,
sent it off again—and had five
guineas baek within-ten days.

As an eight-year-old in South
Shields, he made a bit of a name
for himself with his stories.
Kiddies would gather round him
for a tale while their mothers
went shopping. As a sailor in the
war he wrote 50,000-word books

to be passed around his ship-
mates. Some, left with a ecliff-
hanger, would look over his

shoulder as he wrote the next
page. And occasionally he’d write
love letters for less articulate
sailors.

Starting from the D-Day land-
ings, he kept a round-the-world
book of jottings which he thought
would be useful for his writings
one day. But, in Shanghai the
destroyer captain told him the
book was a security risk. It was
burned.

After the war, he came to
Shildon; he was a cinema projec-
tionist then. Although he got a
diploma from a ten-guinca
correspondence course in storv
writing, he didn’t bother for
some years. Then, in 1953, The
Northern Echo published his “ A
day’s reflection in a North-East
town "—and he was off again

He has tried a TV play in vain,
and has a novel in draft form.
(Not his first; between 13 and
15, he wrote seven “ just for the
enjoyment of writing, and with
no thought of publication”).

ne tl him about
nbol — there are
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ng worries

Svr

story S
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He is at present engaged in
writing a novel which will be
ready for submission in a few!§i_
weeks. It is 20 months since he|"™
received a diploma for short-
story writing. Mr Corkin began
to take writing seriously about
a year ago. A publishing firm|*=
offered several months ago to
publish six of his stories in book
form on a royalty basis, but as
the terms seemed unfavourablé
hg‘turned down.the offer.

HAPPINESS
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I wasn’t quite sure what lo ex-
pect when 1 first met Mrs. Celia
Middleton at her home, 18,
Middleton Road,
certainly did not expect to find
a jolly, fit, full-of-life 71-year
old. And what gave her this zest,
this grand-to-be-alive feeling?
Swimming!

twice a week,” she told me, At]at
the age of 14 her swimming won
her a silver teapot, and at 20
she won first prize at the Dur-
ham Regatta. Apart from her
other medals and solid silvery
prizes, swimming also won her
the Eldon Amateur Cup, but she|
had to give this back because
she suddenly turned a “‘walking”
professional in the Shildon
Show,
Mrs, Middleton. who is better |
known as Sis Hubery, has alsof |
done quite a lot of singing in
‘her’ time_ “Swimming is a grand
“exercise for singers,” she said;
“Does the lungs a lot of good:
Mind you,” she hurried on, “I|gy
don’t sing to the public now, but ha
I"still put on a show and do alro.
few comedy acts!” exd

A CHALLENGE fol

She attracts quite a crowd at | £

the baths, especially when she
does her diving performance,
and some of her strokes baffle
and amaze the onlookers, As her
third husband Jack says: “If |
don’t know of any other woman
in Co. Durham who can swim
as gracefully as Sis.”

“I get a thril] teaching non-
swimmers,” said Mrs. Middle-
ton. The other day she taught a
Wwoman to swim in a matter of |y
minutes. And she gave this ad-| A;
¥ice to all young people: “Swim | C¢
~—and live a life of content-|Sq
ment.” E»

And Sis, who has four child- |,y
ren, the eldest being 51, con- |yl
<luded with a» »f confidence
“I challengs anyone at my ageJ'Cc
to compeic witii me at swimm- | th
e’ s

Truly, a most wonderful and
remarkable woman,

cle
sh
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BY DAY an acetyline burner at Shildon . . . by evening and
i : i Sitting in his council

- Biteratuns Rl thot e can remember A the neighbourhoogd around him- scribers as hjs friends, and with

: t seven while he told stories. At 14 pe typically North Eastern spirit he
8de of Robert Corkin for as lon Id collect all the kids in had the kids collecting news writes personal letters to them
\\ stories and then editing them in all. :
e 3 SeeE T— | & N€WSDaper which he sold door e

Y want it — 5o I do it,”
to dOOI'. he says, : .
. —— Naturally, dre. a  Maybe this hard,  practical
e o amous wrS;ter ?ndgs have ﬂog-wg attitude to work 1s_why Symbol
> through his prajy as he entered 15 SO successful. “It js pjce to
- ¥ | correspondence courses on shors {00k back ,on it and the way tf
story writing (cost £10). Byt Zgas_grown, _says Ro'bert.Cor :
almost as jf he s apologising byy “ But I don't think it will reac
Dot wishing to appear thwarted, 8reat achievement. ‘
he explains th; : : 2 3
lm‘exp a1ns this has ot been his FIRST BRE AKTHROU. GH
He has hag stories ublished ;
in Weekend and other Igagazines But Symb_ol 18 already st;
but has yet to attend a Foyles t0 make a literary breakthroyg
Literary luncheon, - . : hs ago they publish

Every night
i hom‘e from the wagg
- the Literary ‘Editor
sm IS BORN been working for hjs
They liked it ang iends and
Saw it they said they

Ken
is dream of
Maugham? Maybe, but

! . ; g : With his  retireq
: g z a3 a Slot = ust~ ¢ler 20 never boast of
, d, Robert oo 10 say an

o o orkin, Anl isior
st gy . ki ust seem to e e -

€ way it is.” ¢

' . a . Wh ; e2ll more importan
CMBOL—the edited magazine “for be ) i b -
b

oy X : 1 : Retired clérgymen Seem’ to pre-

o those who starttng out” — is to ; . | Gominate, . Symbol is unpreten. | Eas
Anthology of Verse includi riter ] N |tious. It Carries stories and |- CA [ s
Wworks have 1 ine. 4 :

e paid for. Ig tells its sub-
scribers (Robert Corkin mentions
Sk 4 1 N | the subscribers with love and res- | -
maggzme S su i pect), market information “or
published thig year., vhat types  of articles a
# N | Catholic Fireside editor likes to | ¢,
Already, Sym AN { have on his desk in the morning, | R¢
profit making, E :
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& gl Scribers,

p
a
the magazine itself is printed in e F

Plymouth, hilli b =
: ! } k we are always read.
Monthly Coples go as far afield 4 = P
as Australia, Yogoslavia, the United \{ | Ing or hear:"&» O programmes |
States, Canada, India, South Africa, like - Women’s Hour, but whose |;

1 the Greece, Switzerlang and Malta, | hame we neyer remember,
the | and most of the British readers |

the | live in the South. J )| Usa. 1o AUSTRALIA
i

' the | Mr Cor Shiidon’s s, S ]

the ymbol hag Spread
’ h | :00919 o take world. It is in the
|

’ East \ of Winconsin Univer-
Mr. | i : L and read
tralia, Canagy, i
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: e ‘known

j i : London Office: Telephone:
Magazine, carrying three _articles " THE NEWsPAPER Housk, SOUTH SH'ELDS SOUTH SHIELDS 4661
and four poemg g month, six short 8/16 GREAT NEW Srreer, (5 lines)
stories a year, new items, competi- Xcd, F Telegraphic Address:
tions and ‘editorial comment, j e

oy - L h Tel.: FEer Sr. 1030 GAZETTE, SOUTH SHIELDS
i The articles published are pajq
e S o, e, competions fave SMS
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o ~ i AND GAZETTE

- NORTHUMBERT WALLSEND News
Work is Something  that My -
Corkin knows extremely  wej]. \\
When he is at hon om his job :
at the Shildon Wagon Works, he L
gets down to editing Symbo]. sl
taking up so much time now, that 1 g g 3
have ‘not been aple = (g write With the @omp[,menls
anything myself for more than two
years,” Mr. Corkin said. # #
He added that worik is still going ;
{\ ¥ on with the anthologoy. “It is the .
1 : L first thing we've done anything like Y } 2 c’gnlon
it, and if it ig g Success, we shal -
flave to bring out the. 4

&L (WESTMINSTER PRESS LTD.)
£ - : Symbol itself has 8rown from an | S e P.0. BOX NO. 4
i ' : eight-page pamphlet t0 a 16-page =
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A FORMER South
Shields man who,
an eight-year- ~old

boy, used to tell stories

to other children while
their mothers were out
shopping, is running
single-handed a “club”
for aspiring short story
writers.
During working hours, 43-
year-old Mr, Robert Corkin,
of Larch Avenue, Shildon,
County Durham, is  an
acetylene burner at. the

Shildon works of British magazine for the ‘““‘dozens of shy writers” in the

Railways. But in his spare o e ha =
fime Kb i aswilae Ped oditis - - ‘\Jorth East. He worried in casetpeo lehthot;%ht it was |
of a monthly: magazine : - — ,-Just a flash in the pan.
called Symbol. : (S /| But today Symbol has double
Froam ™ bei a - childhood s SSaCmeE s oG {- the number of pages, a national
storl_;tel}er D/rllrg Corkin1 g;)e(?\f e : . o g circulation. and the editor, Mr.
up to be a full-blown author. : : S e —— | Robert  Corkin, of Jubilee
As a sailor during the 1939-47 » =57 s i Crescent, Shildon, boasts among
war he  wrote - 50,000-word- fo ; = e SR ! his subscribers novelist Ursula
long books which were passec ; S : e | Bloom and Greek .poet Takis
around- the ship’s company= ek § B e S & | Papatzonis.
and oceasionally he exercised : YR e s s The non-profit making maga-
his pen in writing love letters : : 3 : i e : zine offers writers the chance to
for less literary-minded ship 3 » e 7 e : — publish  stories, ~articles and
{ .““Ea b d ¢ — S e . poethry erhich larger publications
oces 0 G e 4 B might refuse on the grounds that
es a a ; ; e o S = the author was unknown. One of
OVER the past 13 years he : = ; 3 R T R e the magazine's aims is to de-
has seen about 30 of his A ; & : P i SR molished the vicious circle of re-
60 pieces in print. Between : 3 - e - k s A quiring a “name” before a
the ages of 13 and 15 he : : : : : e p : ; magazine will accept -contribu-
wrote seven novels “just for ST > ok S fas VHIRE s L v tions.

the enjoyment of writing, :

and = with o thought of = - —— — Symbol . also has a t.hnvmg

publication.” Former South Shields seafarer Mr. Robert Corkin, who . = = ~a | correspondence club, with a free
He has tried (in vain) to write runs a writers’ ¢lub and magazine. See first Topic. 5y : : ; _ monthly news letter where mem-
a television play—but still has & = = 4 bel‘i can. air - their grunibles,
not lost hope of mastering the y e e : S : . - . 3 nd | Se‘a_ advice on ‘writing prob-
technique. ’ e S SRS R S e pe| lems and correspond with other

He started Symbol two years s S e : e o e e writers. = Regular - competitions
ago because, in his own words, v =~ = g s - s e e - are held .and “Symbol writer
other writers clubs he had 5 S TTh S s 9 : E - circles” are . being. Planned all
tried “didn’t seem to do any- ¢ ==t e Rev, J. Ch T B - . |‘over the country.
thing.” = thv harvest festh ! T - Lo T =

e o Eaei-. st A S L | “Many people must wonder

The first two issues, typed. } i . ' 1€ | Whether Symbol ever got off the

by himself and sent to five = i 4% = —— 3 | ground.” said Mr. Corkin “It's

members, consisted of one page | STt g % g = | been h
only. Now. the magazine ha$s : | ek iy | 8 | arduork but sowlibect] |

grown to eight pages and goes
to members in Australia,
Indxa Poland and America as
v.e as Britain.

“I was born in South Shields
and lived in the town for 25
years.” Mr, Corkin told me
“The question I am asking is:
‘W ~e are the writers of the
No -east?’ Although my club
‘xas members in most parts of ~
the country there has been a
‘ery poor response from this
rea. For a stamped addressed 3

wvelope, I will forward details ¢
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‘shy writers’

OUR SHILDON REPORTER
TWO years ago a Shildon man founded an elght page
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By ROBERT CORKIN ‘ THIS -!ND THAT | i : -
Ever written to a  computer : I ' e i [f 7 { BITS AND PIECES s
= _gntmg service? - Six = By Robert Corkin Zhvst : : o 2 :
| German girls did ang w ;- : . e 2§ : e : TR
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= I na 2 : S5 e F = where Ernie dishes out his == £ 7| ible. OFf course, th would have | y K N
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= g i | Back came the PPl SWewb¥H - ! | _places such as  MiddleSEX, o s g e”,ll_;l.e breakthrotigh could. | :
L |1 teli you the name and address of | . |SusSEX_ EsSEX. Pity Durham| - : ? swap. This breakthrough c 5
g - {| your nearest stockist — only the || - [could not be changed to Dur- b= == , | bring the entire human race to g
T 4 4 | computer knows and - it's pot [ +  |sex. And the cigarettes? Recently |1~ <= = - S 2 : ] :
& Ris s = : £ o i : its senses. Think of it. Everyone » % ‘
- o, = | Working at the - moment, Per- ¢ opened a packet of tipped | - = !y : : fie—
v 1| haps it needed oiling, +  |cigarettes and found that one| g ol us brainy — and goodlooking, GE i
f o ® ! &,ad b;.'en, pacl‘;edl '}pﬂdg ftiown. e ; },’ Item in a newspaper; “...hotgl, pr e
: , i as this rare ound it was| - ¢ - s B - SO
f ' f | |indeed when I contacted Eondon, ~f-executive to ‘have”dr‘awn 8 LUy, ' = o 8
: % mﬁ:‘;m su%;m ;’_e“’sl’sp‘-":i Tlll;i B | "It is an extremely rare occur- | on Frank Sinatra”. Must have: . : == e
= r arime. readnoug ] ; 2 i i i s g x N § e e .
T | ram into trouble ;vhen her sea || & ffrgfﬁi M:fal:;;er lé;c}mmrd onc:xifi s o been short of skeich pads. l { S
Rre . | triaks were delayed by a leak, e T rs to be milli i| Thieves recently broke into A, Jeaa S- 8 i
: ‘s r - 2 g . | "|Hedges. It appears to be m ons : 3 s stolel 2 ,
; [ d:ruebl: 4 prize-winner wnboui a ? to one chance—which is the b i Jtsl:.lr‘tl*e: f:nr sBa:g m and :hop o
o - s £ i same chance as -winning - the{" 3 € €is, ded. | &
e : 3.c . |£25,000.  So beware, my Iuck | ;| Bext to the hall was also Pded: g - IT-
3 : = . R -’ | Those thieves really knew what 2 L
s Mike: "~ “What h S - ; must be in. The next time you g K
‘ ) . hat chas Jaces, o : h s Bond » : 1| they wanted, 2 t
. YOu Wear it on your foots - {see .that the Premium ond | . : : ; : : :
' Me (with a ‘drgac;lf*loold A - [winner lives in Co. Durham, | r : This is not a tall story. Two | = -
shoe? X o poki) } ‘You can rest assured it will ba | R - 2| dwarfs were having a small rum e =
1 -MA;'ke'r"'B]esv you.” & 1 Yours Truly. So laugh if you = ““Jg-e lw%h()tpe OIohtgeI?osivg.?-si ;
: Mike: - S : Gaenvy - 7| sobbing. “What's wrong. Josie?” | e .
> { - 3| said his friend. “My wife left | ¢ : _
4 '., A ¥ CAUSE FOR CONCERN ; trme”, é'etqmedf Jr(t)§1e. hI;Irxlsd irgzt:;: e y B
“Lam tired of being poor ang |17 £ = |VERRUCAS have caused comd { ;‘i‘s’.’"s‘;o&d";’r‘“ O up®, he| . -
\?vl:)‘:(lf g&ei:;g \r[lr T. Silver-{F- == ~|cern to swimmers for as long as e 1 said; “she ;nay come back.” : :
vod, '3 0 the Liberal : I can remember. Their concern| i Josie sobbed more freely now. = 1
s msscmbly. A liberal Yoy loday seems. to be reaching. a | ESEES ¢! “That'’s the trouble”, he fired ! ]
of tranquillisers can_sometimes disquicting peak, for jt appears | Saes * back. “She has.” ;
be of help — out qiiite neffect- more children than ever are | 5 ; . Sy : !
‘dve at formine g human beip, : : : e : | Pornography is a drug  whieh | TR e
: e n2 suffering from tiyese infectious [« ; U B e 253 > < g -
iaio-a millionaire, warts, Trouble is, many parents |1 | perverts men’s Sopas says g P 2
- are still ignorant to the fact of |* : e g} %Z:zi}::* :ig‘:‘t&‘:?g elp” stis P %
To ] ra h : What a verruca really i, any = it out Rough on the dealers. Far | t : E
0 _all racehorse owners. In believe it is an ordinary corn on s > i ubb e /
America, a four-year-old race- 5 ¢ : : better and easier to use a rubber, {
horse ran 38 races, w ly| = i |the foot, and allow their children ¥ would have thought, :
= o mng only lo continue going to the baths, y : , : i
once, until its owne: gave it al! ; = 13 : : v Awful’ of me, but wanted to :
= o Prata =l consequently spreading  this : e e paiblie: ci. 1 | E
da_gz dﬁze (}f Whisky. [ 50e 1 disturbing nuisance to others. A £ see the antics of the public S%I; 2 3
T&Cessiun S-a C«'tm‘tv:r{) lgnggﬁe w_:l(; f" J‘s nuisance because it bc:;n take et glmgsmsepi elc}; dl?uum-,t;% ﬁg’ fg;lﬂl A 3
gwners deing this_Could be that | | |months of treatment before the 1 street, Most people ignored it.
the result would be g dead-heat | | jYerruca s finally killed, and that | Offe Woman eved it closely be- HE
between every horse in the race. || |8 certainly disturbing’ to _those ; fore opening her purse: to fing i
; w%ﬂ?re keen on sgnmmmg. = © that it was not hers. Another f
< - 1 ou recautions  are I vy and then came back |© . 3
“We don’t 20 round dressed . 5 taken_ at illll ba{)hs, many beliqva B = onlyetg ggci?;dto‘ 'l'eav:a‘li?eakt)’::k’ b e
like Charlies for nothing, yoy % that is Wwhere the source of in- |- ~ But it eventually happened. A s
know”, so said Sir Jan Bowater | | |[ection lies. This may be partly | short, stocky man in a raggy
who will be exLord Mayor of | ' |frue, but another source could S - coat picked it up. What h-ap-[ e s =
{:l‘ndon in a few days time, How | } be Wlhen Chlldl‘eﬁ alfe having a » A 4 nined next really stunned me.t ErRe s e
Hhate. C are quite y &ym lesson at school, : 4 The man came str to-me -
I am referring to the gym| : : - 5}"‘&5@‘;’, ha’f?‘fg; &%mﬂggv' :
shoes. It would certainly fessen| = . lcon. “Yon dropped this”, |
° the risk if children took ?&lfx?i \ e s There’s hope for us all yet. ¢
& tabor ; . ow_ngymsboestpochool. \ . : : on |
¥ erj“%’époirangrf\aﬂiesa g Isk'mg’s good th;lﬂ(ilg We‘g:.‘g J s Market negotiator said that i#f
ot s ; OCKINgs is a prevention, - : = i -

Britain joined the #Six”, i
day. seal for would be painfu] for Australia, " £
Would spraying the country £
= : with a laxative substance help? | =

“How can we sweep away e | On a gravestonc: “Rest “in
the filth that appears on tele- = . ‘ : Peace until I Come”. No com- 1
vision,” said a friend. Someone ment, ; ‘ ot o
thought it a good jdea to write Advert in 4 newspaper:
direct to the Government, Their “Money for Sale”, The bees are, I
brotest. was short-lived. The Il wager, still laughing their £ :
reply was that the Government heads “off. [ S e
could not interfere, but suggested - Professor Hang Schweipte < S
that the writer contact the tele. ierman nutritionist, says: “We . g
vision companies concerned, A | Continentals. should have g3 T
°| British  breakfasi. The British
breakfast is ideal.” And to f
| think I have been turning up my Pe
of Bl0Se to toast for as long as |

® ~ 3

plasting stops 2 verruca from =
spreading, ; P Gl

|

i Britain’s  chief Commeon
i
{

-
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big laugh indeed.
Just how can we stop this
stuff -~ from Creeping into our
homes and disturbing the minds
of our daughters and sons? There
have been many suggestions to
no avail. I find that Government
control is the only effective
method, but they have no in-
tentions of apply this control.
One thing is certain. If - this
present trend continues, the
word “decency” will be struck
from the next new dictionary.
)

)
v

i
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“Those who write letters to
newspapers are either ignorant
or a failure jn life.” Someone
| [sent this.to a newspaper editor,
= land it appeared in the “Letters
to the Editor” column. Definitely | ¢

Q. co
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Left: Mrs Middleton helps beginners at Bishop Auckiand
baths. Right: The 71-year-old swimmer prepares to dive.

WOMAN, 71,

|

iz
|
..

WHEN Mrs Celia Middleton, -2
jolty, fit, full-of-life 71-year-old

woman, was gwen artificial

respiration after tafling headlong

into a raintub, when a child,

far from scared her going Tned

water again. On the contrary twe
days after her escape, from death |
. she plunged into the water again |
—determined to swim. |
Today she is still swimming ey
and challenging anyone of her |

age to match her. A

«1 try and go 1o the swimning |
baths twice a week,” she said at |
her home, 18 Middleton Read, |
Shildon. At the age of 14, het|
swimming Wwon her a silver|
teapot, and at 20 she won a ﬁmstl
prize at Durham Regatta. |
Mrs Middleton, petter known as |
Sis Hubery, has also done quite a\
lot of singing, «Qwimming is a|
grand exercise for singers,” she |
T s : i ; “Does the lungs 2 lot ﬁ)i‘
Mrs. Mary Corkin reads ;‘ bgok of Symbol poems edited by her I ; i ll| sing toMt;::edp\i’t(;l‘ilé, ;og?rtl)ltlt xie:myl
usband Robert. | : .. do a few comedy acts.” 11
\

Atttracts crowds
71-year-old l

| Shildon edited magazine S

| does her diving. Even some O
. | S her swimming strokes paffle and |
j X | S & 3 amaze the onlookers. As her
pu ls eS OO O Oem | ! third husband, Jack says: “My
| p z.S { S | wife swims SO gracefully. People
S | P just don’t believe her age.” .
H[Ia.;\lxmbul anthology of verse poems were selected for the | - § “] also get a big kick out_of |
full of poems published in a anthology in Oxford, by Violet | teaching non-swimmers, said Mrs |
Shildon-edited writers’ magazine, Bowen. | f = Middleton. The other day she |
She makes mo claims to the] i : \ taught a woman how to swim 1n |
The Symbol magazine has works of the 40-poets in the| ; | 2 matter of a few hours
dready : hioya i : anthology, except that the poems | ;
1.()1113\\?“0 ai(‘:1lkd’1((fll‘¢\"é V\:g}l{d:lvrxl(lt‘ are a l'c[)l'("SGlll.&lﬁ\'Q collection of | [
the first edition cumé from 1;1( . \\or;k 01‘ S subscribers.
home of Mr. Robert Corkin, of 23 Mr, Corkin,
Jubilee Crescent, Shildon.

is now on sale.
1l Sis, who has four children, the
[ sldest 51, and who is also a
: { gyeat-grandm_other, s:‘a}d with an |
who is employed at i B air- of confidence, 1 challenge
Shildon Wagon Works, sends | | - ||| anyone at my .age_to”cci{npetﬁ‘
It is not a large publication but mm‘tthlly issues of the Magazine all'| e :\v(;thbem:n Z;S S‘Z:Simf‘glig.any’o‘n:ltoi
in it Mr. Corkin put jedtion, but over e world, including _the | : , - B T e
: . <in publishes short library of the Pennsylvania State | : take up this remarkable womans |
stories and poems from famous University e % i ‘
and unknown writers. It is widely m i ‘
@15«\(1 as a medium for .\;\wmping Lhe
ideas and experiences.

] _mzxga'f.inc itself is al1
nationwide concern, with  the|
e story side being edited in Shildon, ¢
with  the anthology of the verse 1'1'01’\’1 Oxford, and the | e
_is..arriving . evel actual publication, from-the South LA
“éoast,, ., P Y




PARK HOUSE MERRY OAKS

DURHAM

TEL. DURHAM 62611

TELEX 53619 3 August 1970
Robert Corkin, Esq.,
Engineering Works,

British Railways,
SHILDON.

Dear Mr Corkin,

I see from a recent issue of the
British Railways magazine that you edit a monthly magazine
for writers called !Symbol!,
I produce a programme dealing with leisure activities
and would be interested in hearing more about your magazine
and recording an interview with you. If you would be willing

to do this for me, perhaps you would telephone me. Probably the

best time to catch me is between 1 and 2 o'clock each day.

Yours sincerely, A,
0(3;%‘ 4
//~

Nigel Holmes

ASSOCIATED NEWSPAPERS LTD. NORTHCLIFFE HOUSE LONDC
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT TEEERHONE-—GENFRN

'Phone : FLEet Street

5th July, 1955.

R, Corkin, Esq.,
25, Vaughan Street,
Shildon,

Co, Durham,

Hth:alever threy ‘can, councils ir 3
_areas tr orm F2%y = 2
L-ardhs by and fomncs P iaNNN _ Dear Mr. Corkin,

Thank you for letting me
see "DARK IS THE NIGHT". I
propose to use this short story
within the next few weeks,

I shall pay you £15.15.0,

for the British, Dominion and
Colonial rights.

Yours sincerely,

BRIAN MAY
THE EDITOR.




on man paints
pictures with a message

by ROBERT CORKIN

BILL WHITTAKER is an ordinary man. He enjoys a l attanr tn tha Editar
good chzt and a pint of beer with his friends in the wal s ae s e =
but when he reaches home he rétires into 2 silent serious- ‘ :
ness. For Bill, a machine operator, settles down with a
canvas and brushes. i

Several of his paintings were hanging on the walls of
the living room when I paid a visit to his home, 18,

willow Walk, Shildon.

“People ﬁall 1{3{ work w
painting.” he told me, it is .
far morz of an expressionable Carols at Shildon
cature.” And he knows what he} == - omease s
is talking about. for one of his s
paintings portravs a man’s head
between the legs of a female. “1
did thic work because, at the
time, I wished a feeling of want-
ing to escaps frem the world.™ :
= Amoot:}{;:/r painting entitled Preg-| ¢ EE e
| pant Woman portrays an out of | & E
| proportion woman with Jarg ey HALLANSCRIPTS LIMITED
| arms and breasts. “It is an im-| B FLEET 229 25.11.55. HALLANDS.
|| portant painting cven if some S DDS 173 FLEET
people ;]o t»endl.m .sfmile a%‘l it,” HANTS.
| said Bill seriously, “for it shows|p
| powertul love and security} Dear Mr. Corkin,
awairi’ng the child when it is !

PR Yo X0 Kol e

=% 1 am so sorry to have to send you back your short stories
MANY PAINTINGS SOLD " pecause they would not f£it into the series we have in mind whic

In his twenty vears of painting . demands rather human, gentle and little real 1life tales. =\
Mr. Whittaker has exhibited b ' I am particularly sorry because I found them most

vork with (he Biehep [ ear| |- | amusing and 1 hould say streets above the average which I am

Valley Hotel aud about two| I | receiving. I hope you have good luck with them.

| years ago exhibted his paintings| ;|

| ar the Auckland Studio. ;

“Bill also finds time to do wood | Sincerely yours,

| carvings with a pen knife, and : ’6 ‘
‘| even writes poetry which I found | © PP
|| rather interesting. But painting | | L,7

|| appears to dominate his life, and £ ( £

although he also paints scenes—
‘ons of them a beautiful creation | £ =
of East Thicklev quarmry — his} B
| brush somehow sweeps un-| . ¢

i| controlably_into the work of a
psycological nature

Mr. Whittaker has sold many
of his naintings. even thcugh he
has never greatly worried about
selling them. “I have never paint-§
eq for commercia) reasons,” he
stressed. “I paint what 1 see Wha
! deeply feel within me, and
would net matter if my
dic not sell at all
satisfaction when 1 complete
painting, and thai brings ms
absolute contentment.” And one
can cersainly see the content-
ment when listening to Mr.
Whittaker.

“] am willing to allow anyone
the freedom to see and study my
work if they so desire.” he said.

-Any person seriously interest-
ed should coatac: Mr. Whittaker
for an appointment. His paint-
ings. I am sure, wil! not only fill
you with admiration, but you
will come away in deep thought
1| and perhaps with a message of

mien

-

&«

A i

St. Helen’s children’s treat
~ About 150 children, their ages ranging b etween four and 16, had an enjoyable
“afternoon last Saturday, when they were given a late Christmas treat in the Com-

munity Centre at St. Helens, West Auckland. A combination of three Sunday
schools thé scout hall at Woodhouse Close, the Pentecostal Church in Bishop Auck-

B




All smiles

al new
centre

IT WAS turkey all round last
Thursday for the = pensioners at
Cornwall Place Communal Centre,
Bishop Auckland. The bird was
raffled, but as the donator
surprisingly held the winning
ticket, it was decided to share
the turkey with all concerned
instead of raffling it.- again.
Previously Shepherds, the
building firm, contributed with
food and drink, and a concert was
put on by The Two Generations.

The centre was offi‘ci'ally
opened last month by Councillor
Denis Harburn.

One of the residents, -Mrs Ruby
Bainbridge, said: Many of us
have been very lonely, but there
is none of that now since we
came here.” Another resident,
Mrs Elizabeth Walton, said: “We
are very happy indeed, and it is
wonderful to live here, even
though we are some distance
away from the shops.”

The centre is designed for 36 ; ¥ B T ————— s PR
bhungalows to house the The secretary of Cornwall Place Community Centre, Mr qucketf, hI"lh;anck: rt:\e wardeg},]o:drs cDac\{l:/,
ls)gggil:ﬁ;lbﬁ\!‘?;g}:atndOfeqsi}}}:J?d ?gs for he: work. Also in the picture are Mr D‘?’?\‘;r::‘oi)the chairman, :
the disabled - such as sliding 4
doors and  specially designed.
kitchens, 'There is a common]| |
room which is well-carpeted, and
has a piano and television. There {
is also a quiet room, which :
speaks for itself,

Even though the Durham firm
Mackays presented the centre
“with a carpet, and Toothills are
presenting them with fireside
chairs and coffee tables, other
items would be welcomed as the
adverts in the entrance ask for
unwanted playing cards,
dominioes and a bookcase. “We
have been helped enormously,
especially by the.DLI Association
Club,” said Mr Potts, one of the
entertainment officers.

It was all praise for the
committee by the pensioners, and
a special thank you went to Mrs
Dack, the warden, who has four
children and gives up much of
her time to entertain.

The pensioners” - enjoyed the
evening, the turkey and the
home-made cakes, and thanked
Mrs Avery and Mrs Hollingham
who are in charge of staffing the
kitchen.

2

A YOUNG County Durham couple have the
problems we have t 44
sold :ll mt}l;eirotfumithetur: u;(])] wl;elptﬁto Margaret add. :e"l(; eﬁﬁmlf:r an
X 0 S € i
golns—rzur;dl ;hewv;lolfld by bike. . k?ei!?lxllgs'“?i‘:.",? nture,{ ssriilong i
Y o er and his wife, - On their travels th ill visit
Margaret (above), who live in St. John’s Rhodesia, where Mr. Wa?l’('ermulflill";::l'i}
Road, Shildon, plan to llye in a tent on his brother, Bob.
&kurlnge casfll;?lrwg?(vﬂxs'dl%heu;rt aim lllil:l' to The couple, who have heen married
erent co ies  a year, may finall
to l‘c:;‘e,p them going. SR Souths, Atrlen. o i ome In
“We have been pla g this world “We’ll, wait and see wh
tour for more than six months,” said of the world has to ot'feratu;h’:e ;:ist{
Mr. Walker; “so we have an idea of Arnold, i

R S TR A
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UT AND ABO
ith Robert Cork

On a Notice Doard in
lliffe Trading Estate fac

p are invited to attend ¢
al- dance...” Above
invited, a worker wrotes

meil: “Please  watch  yo!
ing” Ah, well, it takes two

gy 1§

-

- travel regularly on &
ishop Auckland-Darlingt¢

and find that not a
le use the first-class coagh
ct, I have spotted only t¥

lass passengers on my

ourneys, It is obvious peoplk

ot know they can tra

44

“First and secondsclas
would cause com plication:
d a rail conductor. Now
a't want complications do
beceived a letter from a ladss
e other day. It ended: “I 1o¢
rpward to your reply, with 1
st”. My teply ran to
s Really speaking, it shoulds
e only ran to sever lines. i
' “vyery odd advert (obvious
ome kind of misprint)
ared in an American magasic
“Wanted — Five greeg
, and five ordinary”.
ose dipping one ha

- BTiZEes "F t being |
prizes, 3
set and a free weex
orecambe, Eric, who @
heted with Jerry (“Sally
? roe in a singing <€OMP
* Ftion, is now in the annual
;‘,.96“" pool, and 1s now in IAEEHE
i-Final at Poatins in MO
ambe. If he gets through
ppear in the final at
perg Hall in N
ps we will he
r in the fut

'wo years
est Aucl
4 1 Vete!
sociation. ‘“There must
ens of men in this arca ¥
i ihot know of our existence
S said. “Every two years =
t the German Afrika Kot
‘Germany, and have a realb
.t about our battles in ’
sert during the war.” He 1ol
the Afrika Kofpsi#

m a visit every other yba
t present,” he teid me,
= in search of a suitable
place.” Any DPesert Rat¥
ested can coatact Mr. Bat
Or ~f +

ens, High -
tate, Shildon, is b i
ttle tired of opening his front’
por to callers and saying:
prry, wrong street.” Trouble
cople think he lives i

sensway. But not Jack's h
gh ‘the sign “Que
j° stares you in the eyes
yards from his door. “F
arrassing for me ~and
ers, and causes much in
> aid Mr. Thomp
n is the Wester
ardens sign? Well, if vou
of Queensway, turn rig
Middridge Road, ]

TISER

| years, been making thousands
and laugh.

FUE ooy

customers of Working Men’s

When the war came Mr,
Trusler joined the R A.F, and
continued  to entertain the
troops. Ralph Reader wanted
him for the “R.AF. Gang
Show”, but somehow the oppor-
tunity slipped through his fin-
gers, An Entertainment Officer
of the R.A.F. said this of him,
“He is a comedian of outstand-

‘! ing talent angh ity. I have no

- | hesitation in mmending him

: ﬁ, %-,m,-.bestr:of Congcert
Parties. :

| INVITED TO TELEVISION |
- $TUDIO

i After the war, Bert entertained
| for a season at New Beach Holi-
day Camp, “Perhaps that is were
1 made my mistake”, he said.
| “They wanted me to stay on at
| the Camp, but I decided to come
back home.” And so, in 1946
he found himself on the stage
of the Eden Theatre, Bishop
| Auckland, making everyone
| laugh for ten shillings a night.

Mr. ‘Trusler was invited to
Tyne Tees Television when it
Afirst opened, but as his act was
more of the old Music Hall
Comedy, it was Dot exactly what
the studio was seeking at that
moment,

Bert impersonates  various
characters, but his act of crack-

%

oy

s ok TR
C s el ti’\‘ll“qu

By ROBERT CORKIN
When I visited the home of Bert Trusler,

immediatley cracked a joke and made me smile. But then,
| Bert is a comedian, and has, every week for the past 37

| Bert, of 19 Elm Road, Shildon, began his stage career |
at the Shildon Hippodrome, and at the age of 12 was enter-
| faining at church concerts, By the time he reached 14 the

of people forget their yg.rzies

=

Clubs were applauding him.

ing jokes while he slowly
changes into a very old man
really sets the crowd wild with
laughter, and, amid the deafen-
ing applause, one can, at his
every performance, hear the
continuous chant of “More!
More!”

BILLED WITH THE
BIG STARS

“Sometimes I go on stage and
have no idea what I am going
to say or do”, said Bert. “In
other words, I have to make
people smile out of nothing.”
One must appreciate that mak-
ing someone laugh is not an
easy task at any time, so do it
from nothing in mind certainly
proves that Mr, Trusler is truly
a born artiste, As a stage per-
sonality once said: “With a bit
of luck, he is gding to be a
second Norman Wisdom,”

Bert has been billed many
stars including the BBC tenor
James Etherington, Frank E,
Franks and Ronnie

Cass.
now writes music for Cﬁﬁ.lgg}é

ard and Tom Jones. -
Today, he and his brother Bili
who is a drummer as well as a
comedian, still entertain  as
strongly as ever, visiting ces
such as South Shields, Hull,
Rotherham and Barnsley, And
today, they are still being
applauded, “I think I have seen

~as much club life as any other

artiste in the country,” said

Mr. Trusler began packing his
suit case with stage clothing. He
and his big brother had an en-
gagement that evening at a big
club in Northallerton. Would
Bert be a success tonight?
Would the crowd applaud?
These thoughts always nagged
rim, and he certainly felt their
presence, “Funny thing”, he said
“But I still get the ijitters at
every performance.” And as he
‘whispered: “Even s, entertain-
ing people is, and has been my
whole life,” I failed to think
who on earth could possibly
contradict such a man after he
has given his heart to thousands |

1 ITS LAUGHTER ALL
THE WAY WITH

-

R}

@ A D

for 37 years, 7
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| has six Bank Holidays a
- || the lowest in the world. Can

his prompt reply, “I have a

THIS AND
THAT

a column by

ROBERT CORKIN

We al] knoy that Boxing Day
fell on a Saturday last Christ-
mas, and because of this the
Government announced that the
Monday would be a working
day. Now, on top of this;, we are
always  being reminded that
production in our factories is
forever falling because of absen-
teeism. 3

The action of trying to make
the Monday a working day cer-
tainly cannot help _production |
‘Therefore, the question arises: |
Why is production - in i
country taking a downw
plunge? I suggest the Goy
ment should take a close Jo
America and Ttaly,

: Production in these two
| tries is soaring, but the iron

it all is that the people
| America are allowed 16 B:
‘holidays a year and Ital
‘Apart from Scotland,

really blame an Englishmz
‘ing tired, and stealing a day
now and then?

My 19 year old son, Trevor,
who took to writing poetry a
year ago, and who, mc_:;denta!ly,
has so far succeeded in having

~of his poems published,
 tells me tha the following short
poem of his will bring _me at

adds that if it does not he will
give me a night out-—wgth ever
bottle of guinnesg on him! Fair
enough, Here it is: :

| Walk leaden strécts of grassy

ds,
O hermit stag with pearled eye,
Your gift to me that of life,
My gift t, vou a paper hand-
kerchief

ef, S
O hermit god, lonely forever.
And forever can be a long

time, X 5
My goodness! I have a feeling | -
I am going to enjoy my night |
out,

How on earth can we avoid
boredom? It is ti!ndeed a menaci
and it appears that every one o
us su;fcr this dreadful ‘disease’.
Manv of us bear it silently, and
take it as part of life, but some
struggle to bear it even for a
few minutes, For instance, take
the shocking state of a friend of
mine. “Tel] me the story of the
man who thought he had three
legs”, he said to me. “But I've
told you that story before”, 1
said. “Tell it to ma~ again”,, was

couple of minutes to spare.” Just
how bored can dne really get?

{ It was a cold damp night.
- | Here I was, at long last, alone
|in the house. Htel:lr: wias‘ my
cha to ignore television
set,nfebrushed the cobwebs off
the radio and sw:st:hﬁed txt on,
Soft, sweet music ed to my
ears, I switched off the light and
allowed the room to be bathed
only in fire light. I began to ex-
perience peace and relaxation.
Here was sheer pleasure. Funny
thing, but onel t(lmds to, get the
idea that people 1ving alone are
sad and lonely, Proo.f,‘for once,
came to me that living alone
does have jts advantages, especi-
illy today in this hustle and

b i b e LR

least 12. letters of praige. He| |

years, and his wife,' Jean, are at) hut to ‘other countries such as
present, guests at the home of America, Hawaii, Camada,
Cynthia ang Clyde Young, 32 Australia and New Zealand,

Grange Auckland Park. 7 ;
e o 5 T e B Yo whe, marriea s

a minister for i not only across Europe, pastor at a Darlington church for
E ten years,

Although his residence is
London, ~ Harold

general
many years in Coundon.

Preaching is a family affair, Mr
Young’s brothers are in it too.
Norman is in London, Clyde is 3
pastor in Sunderland, but
Clarence has now  retired. His
wife is assistant to the minister
of the Good Shepherd Mission in
London, and her two sons to a
previous marriage
ministers. Even Haro 7
Irene, is marrieq to a Bishop
Auckland man, Fred Brown, who
is a .pastor of the Norwich
Assembly.

“We all went to _the Bible
said

v mo
wonderfully healed af
operation for cancer.’

Harold, who was also a tutor at
the Bible College in Hamstead, is
now  contemplating writing g
book concerning Christian work.
His wife too, when she finds the
time, writes poetry, and now v
views the possibility of having it
published.

Next January, Mr Young goes
back to America on a preaching
tour (he once went to New York
three times in one year), and

in May for a general
conference in Minehead,

“Although erime in America is
frightening, it .is still a great
counfry,” said Harold. “People
there app church

Of Bishop Auckland, he saig:
“A wonderful town. It is always a
delight and a thrill to come
gack.”

ROY PLOMLEY.
q\.aw/\?‘nx’
47_:&“5, SMAS. 292,467
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by ROBERT CORKIN

When 1 first met schoolteacher William Malcolm I
soon learned he had a certain aim in life—to help prevent
the death of children on the road. Here too was a man, as

L also learned, entirely genuine in everything he says and
does.

Mr. Malcolm, who received his teaching certificate at
St. John’s College, York, and who now teaches Domestic

Science, Woodwork, Religious Knowledge and Current e o . AR S

Affairs, has been officially appointed as Road Safety Trophy Tk ocd Safety. Success of : Carnival to

Officer for Shildon. “But my wonderful wife,|! schoolteacher’s alter route of
“If. through my work”, he Accident Prevention Council, Elsie, has encouraged me all the .

said to mre l;% his Kome, 11 Elm Since then, his activities have, in way,” he said, proudly. “With daughter pProcession

Road, Shildon, “I have helped his own words, “been fantastic® such a wife, one cannot possibly

to save even only one child’s — winning outright the Eric
life, then my continuous striving - Wiseman Road Safety Shield,
has been well worth jt.” He, personally, made a new
A Glasgow man, Mr. Malcolm : Shield, and the council decided
came to live in Cockfield in that the name of Eric Wiseman
1945, and although he has been should be incorporated into the
teaching for the past 23 years at new Shield. Now the Shildon
the Shildon Boys Secondary, Council present it annually on
School, Thornhill Gardens, he his behalf,
has lived in the town only six On top of this, the Junior
years. He used (o travel from Accident Prevention Council
Cockfield four nights a week t0 team have either won or been

give Evening. Classes, Road rynners-up in the Northumber-
Safety, Swimming and Football. |and ang Durham Cycling Pro-

Twelve years ago, Mr. Mal- ficiency Championship since its
~.eolm was with the Junior inauguration ten years ago. Last
@ B e ,'v P > - e i o

the Wearing of Seat Belts and

Malcolm went
London in company with Ca
Tom Bennett to represent
Junior accident Council, and was |
chpsen to represent the whole of

year, Mr.

17 year old Janette Richard-
son, of 10 Raby Gardens, Shil-
don, has successfully passed to
go forward to the beautiful
Totley Hall College, Sheffield.

$anette, who is a member of
the Wesley Youth Club, passed
her eleven plus examination at
the Shildon Council School, and
is at present taking two A Levels
at Bishop Auckland Grammar
School.

Her only brother, 22 year old
Paul, is in his second year at the
Darlington College of FEduca-
tion, He is at present Captain of
the College football team.

apparatus that was|| Janette’s mother is deputy head
y used, Teacher for the infants at
T. Malcolm has alsg had! Timothy Hackworth school, and

fai; to accomplish what one is
trying to dp.”

LOCAL POLICE AND
COUNCIL PRAISED

. Mh, Maiaim hag aiso ~rgan-
ised Road Sufciv  unf and
‘Checks on varic s - aemes for
qut}am County Constabulary,
Ministry of Transport and the
Road Research Laboratpries. |-
These include such as Dipped
Headlights, Keep Your Distance,

=

iotorway Overtaking. At one
e, he personally made al] the

OTIIICH

The Shildon Scout and Guide
Carnival, which wil] take place
on June 5th is, at the request of
the police and Jazz Bands, tp
alter the route of the procession
this year,

It will assemble at the factory
road and go via Redworth Road,
Byerley Road, Middleton Road,
St. John’s Road, Burnie Gar-
dens, and then proceed on to
Church  Street, Main. Street,
West Auckland Road (o the
Scout Playing Field.

The police have asked for
Cheapside, Foundry Street, St.
Paul’s Terrace and Albert Street
to be missed out this year.

ANY IDEAS?
The Committee extend their

¢
¢
(
i

A

~ children under his supervision [| has, for over 20 years, been a grateful thanks to the people of
M for road signs and‘roaxc,le mark- {| Sunday School Superintendent. Shlldond and District, for their
ings throughout the area, and [| Her father served nine vears on hCII(P and support in the past, *;]“d
has organised Tufty Clubs a jn- || the local council, and was Chajr- | a5k for a lc](_)nnnuaflce of that
Binte schools and playgroups.f man in 1959, support at this year’s occasion.
P Even his five year old son, Janette leaves Shildon for They propose to hold another
drew is very keen on road Sheffield in September, Jazz Band Competition on simi-
. T safetAy. Each year he does lar lines as previous years, plus
- Cyeling” Proficiency Tests, and many other attractions at the
. ‘ f last year, for the firsy time in the Car;g“*ll Field, e
e . < s Bl = = country, ran a Cycling Attain- : 3 Should anyone wish to come
= 2 ey ®( fi : ment Test for clgﬂirengbetwe';r Shlldon Ralbway along and help, or have any
& - 2 A s A s the ages of 7 and 9. § Band to ideas for this year’s parade|
2 ? ¢ Wiad SUSNE _ 3 : should contact the Carnival Sec-
] : » i 8 ud ig_«,g Several vears ago, Mr, Mal-' ¢ Mr. G. E. 'O 14
. ® . 15 ¢ N i gglr?ac‘ilsedbmt take SChOD}:l parties | broadcast f:%ﬂ;’:{,y Street. shi'ldonw’
> - \ « 82 »_but now under 2 P 2 S
o s B b t 3 ‘t %@ water safety in school—tral { Radio Durham hav‘e xnwxgc:} . S et B
-4 G o : 5~ W l* children in various tests and Jifed the Shildon British Railway]
& T s < b o “‘ — saf:‘;ﬁt s ; Band to broadcast twice at their
= - ¢ It e - & ay I say”, he stres : ¥ 2
- -t > v "_'% o %;‘ A great dea] of help and 3 studio. The first broadcast &
: g >0 : TR E tance in all these matters hag(] e on February 20th, and they
2, e 4 . D o - been Treely given by our owm{y will broadcast again a few days
) N~ 2 Z g 48 local police and members of later
4 *,i - 4 % = = Senipr i t : < - :
: -4 $ .« ® g it They have been The band is becoming popular
et 5 % o« 51 = H velous.” and well known. They have -
o, o 5 T 6 3 X8 %mered thlc;,_ hDur‘ham = e{:'.eague - %
as | o N . H OVE OF CHILDR | Contest which is in ruary, - -
- & S & . ° « ENGE and once again the Natipnal ' HKEE ]
! . £ . ¢ 0 - Mr.  Malcolm, who served§] Brass Band Championship which 1‘: : ’
p s O . .. o during the war in the .Ro jal || takes place in March, It was in . z
B 3 ) Field Artillery, was a prisoner f{ this Nationa] Championship the g f
. > - - of war in Germany for a shogtf] band qualified to compete in the ’TEI\’I S = OF : !
- . . 5 3 tume, and was discharged London Finals two years ago. : :
. : & o v ﬁcd(ijcalhgrounds in 1944, A - “Vl\"e would like to see more f’ . ‘
> vl B e B * is discharge he went to see thel| youth of 13 vears of age or over : Pk
- . = Rev. Leslie Thompson, Minister?| to come forward and join the E NE ws :
» = s o B of Cockfield, and with his assig=l band,” said Mr. A Bagley, the s = e =
- : tance  decided to take up Conductor, E : B
. : ; teaching career. | Pieces the band will play in-| .. - ' |
- 5 o z | clude: A “selection’ from Show- | 3° BY =
e 5 . _Becal’l,se of my great love faf!] boat. a Concert March, 3 selec- : ==
: . v children, he said, "I have never § tion from Dancing Time, “Of
2 N 5 . regretted it.” +f The Mods” a March, and a RGBEKT
| g > . And fas I rose to leave { sclection from Mary Poppins, e :
| ° ‘e e 2 o s gentle, friendly man, he loo 2 R = B S o
;ig ~e ° o 03 ‘B _|at me seriously and said: * e Co RK‘N
4 "o ° s ' | me, the only way to make | :
4 ° - : child npad safety consciom - :
& +3 . 4 4 ! whether it be three or twelve"
§i 3 3 Foeg t years old, is if Mum and Dad 4 — S ———
| - 2 o &F wn do THEIR kerb drill, and make = s e s R
< s Bt sure that the little one does his.
5. - : s b or her kerb drill. Not just now |
"t D s s O3 et and then,” he went on, “but
i = > e évery time they cross a ROAD.
- 5 f N = . “I would like to see every
u . e parent have the child see THEM
g - . o safely across the road, In this'
- o > “f#| wav the child gets o knpw how
. Qoo ' &= flto do it. T would also [ike -
' 4 ® 2 . r | to see elderly people wear some-
-k - 4 S thing white at night. After all.”
; B 5 = 4 he concluded, “you can’t come.
= - 2 - back from the grave and say I} : =
> . . 24| should have done 5 and 0|
et > » 4 | Wise words, indeed, from a very
&S0 ° _ — | wise man.
i o o 2 et
L ]




FOR CINEMA

Of the 100 young people be-
veen the :ges of 16 and 19

cinema would be more than
ome. :

t of the young people

they could not afford to go to
cinema out of town,

3 T
S|about Shildon being without g,

°T(cinema. One of them, Mr.

¢ George Waites of Maple Avenue
Dlsaid: “It iy ridiculous that a tewn

- "|tkc this should oe without 'ope.
~ €1 cannot see how television
18| hurmed the film industry,

‘e flet’s  face it, there is no ¢

1 | parison. Not only have we

‘| travel out of town to see a f

> |he added, “kut we nrust alsg

€|out of town to sec our o
'y | Shildon Amateur

fE | Society!”

Mr. John Green of Haze dal
v | Avenue commentad: “I think
ie|weuld be a good thing to b

< elback a cinema to
y.| Young people have a
+s | @mount of pocket money, ank

}r does not go far if they ha

travel out of town, more

. |they ‘have a girl-friend.”

Ly [ with ‘a rouch of humour e

_id|cluded: “One thing is certaing
tz [ Will be grand for parents, for|

Qe then the couples wil] have some-1i

. where to go to do their ceurting |
t. | nstead of turning L; out of the|
aouse!”

A But on a more serious note,
-| Mr. Norman Kirkbride of Auck- ;
- |lend Wynd said: “Let’s face it,
t the-cinemas in Shildon were un-
| comfortable. Surely that was the
ain reason why people did not
onise them. T wevld certainly |
to sec the return of a cinem |
t it wouid have t be modemn
and comfortable for people to

John Tate of
undry Street said: “I remems-
the time when there were
Bve cinemas in Shildon. There
arc  no =menities at all mow.
Certainly there should be a cine-
Main Shiidon, P'm sure it would |
be well patronised.”
E Mr. C. Watson. who was |
Mmanager of the Fssoldo cinemai
at the time of itg closure, was '
fatite frank. It way not so much
the television whizh closed the
cirema,” he said, “‘but the fact
that people tegan to seek other
forms of entertainment such as
Bingo. The cinems was losing
money in its last five years of
existence, but we still kept our
prices down.
o We brought the most  up-to- |
1_ i datefilmg ag quickly as possible i
’[.‘\ pleasz the public, but still the |
# people - failed to patronise us, |
-There were plans 1o mcdermnise
3 the cinema.” he went on, “But|
really, the people f Shildon did
not-want us. Today, I believe a |
town must have at least a popu- |
lation of 50.000 fur a cinema to ||
continue. That is why.” hs con-
cluded, “I do not think that a
cinema will ever refurn to Shil-
{don.”

T

o

R.€.

SHILDON CRY OUT

ed wheiher cor not they |
uld like a cinem, in Shildon, [
agreed that one was certainly |
eded in the towa. Forty-two |/
t of fifty adulis whe were also |
dpproached and asked, said that |

d that 2 cinema would stop |
~majority -of them from walk- |
the streets with rothing to do. |
of them cenfessed that |

e adulis felt very Sﬁollg')'v =

48 YEARS

Ernest Robinson, Chief Fore-
man for 25 years at the Shildon &
Eritish Rail Engineening Works, | ¢
recently retired ¢fter 48 years|B
scrvice af the Shops.

He was well admired, for the
workshop staff made a collection fe
for him. “I appreciated this | hs
is
le

fe

gesture very much,” he said to
me  at his home, 2, Drybourne
Avenue, Shildon. “I intend to buy
a vecord player with the money.”
* The Works Manager, Mr. J.W.
Begg, invited him to a buffet ;3
fench and wished him well in|cs
his retirement, and on the fifth
of this month the salaried staff v
presened him with a pair of
Finnoculars.

. Mr. Robinson, known at the
works as “The Father of Wagon
Repairs™ is a native of Heigh-
irgion, and played cmicket and
fcotball for the Heighington A
team. He is 2 comniittee member
of the Heighington Horticultur-
al Show, as he is indeed a very
keen gardencr.

e ol o N8

A PEEP iINTO THE PAST

Mr. Robinson has served
under cleven managers since he '
began in the Workg in 1921, the
first manager being Mr. W.
Worsdall, In 1942 he married a
Miss Betty Gill, a marriage thiat
has been wonderfully happy.

From boyhood, Mr, Robinson
had a fong connection with the v
Heighington Church Choir, and N
was in the Shildon Male Voice
Choir for tea years.

e e

< SOUP KITCHEN

For a moment he took a peep
into the past, and recalled the
days of the soup kitchen at the
Salvation Army Citadel, But his !
beart appeared (o be mostly
with the  Heighington cricket
team which used to visit places
such as Benton, Sedgefield and
Stockton. And he recalled the |
players then with ease. Men like: |°
H. Buckle, W. Garthwaite, B.
Scarle, his brother Jim, F, Hall, |
T. Nicholson, J. Ellerton and the | ¢
four Wanless brothers — Ted,
Boxer, Fred and Harry, :

P NS

CHANGES FOR THE BETTER

A “There have been vast changes
sinice  those days,” he said. “Of |
course, certainly for the better,” { |
Of the Wagon Works, he said:
“There sesms to be more to-
getherness now, which Is a very |
good thing. In all my years|
there,” he added, “I do mnot think
that T have ever tried to harm |,
the‘ men in any way. I'd like to | ¢
beh::ve the men thoughy that of |

k

me.

: The collection by the men, no | Ic -
doubt, has given him the answer,

. solution Perhaps the councils
. concerned could allow a team
' of their men to patrol the areas,

1 of the occupant should be con-

THIS AND THAT
A column by
Robert Corkin

I hear that a council house
tenant is going to be evicted if
he does not tidy up his gardenm
within a certain period of time.
Granted, an untidy garden is
not a pretty sight, but one must
remember that not everydone are
garden Jovers. So what is the

and to tidy up those gardens
unkempt. A charge could be
made to the tenant, but of
course the age and the health

sidered.
ULTIMATUM

But one can look at the
matter in another way. Why
should a man who wants a
house and not a garden be given
an ultimatum? Surely, to keep
the house in order is of mpre
importance. Would it not satisfv
everyone if, on building houses.,
{ there were no back garden and
{ only a very sma]] front garden?
| Much space could then be
| turned into allotments in the

i areas for the keen gardeners.
| They would nat have (0 even

O o TR L . =
years, and long before any one
of us was bomn, there have been
problems, Switch on the tele-
vision set and there you see man
trying to cort out all kindg of
problems — miserably failing
every time. One would have
thought in this day of unique
progress a solution would bp
‘in the hat’, ;
~ But then, is not progress
really an exchange of one nuis-
ance for another? When man
does find a solution to ALL
problems, that will be the day
when the world will come to
an end. And I do expect the

0

I’

teenage drinking going on than
ever before, Now an M.P. is
suggesting that an identity card
system would cut down teenage
‘drinking in public houses, Are
we going back to the war
', years? Such a system did not
; work then, so I cannot for my
life see it working now! Surely
|there must be another way?

l The BBC are pressing to in-
crease TV licenses.” Anyone with
' common sense can see how
%easily they could get out of the
red without a licence increase.
iThat’s right, by cutting down
ruthlessly the fabulous salaries
!the majority of artists receive.
' Let’s play fair. Are they really
'worth the huge sums?

“Where can I go to a decent
i Dinner - Dance hall around
here?” Said a friend. Easy, I
thought, wuntil I began my
! search. The nearest of these

-~ !halls is in Durham City. Food

_for thonght?




~she can remember. But then her

_ a Magistrate.”

It always

- gets verse |

befqre it
- gets hetter

POETRY has alwéys been
Mrs. Ruby Scarlett’s great
passion.

She started writing when

she was five, but her big

[
500

problem was that no one

would publish her verses.
As fast as she submitted

them, publishers returned
them.

And when her tally. of

rejection slips neared the
1,000 mark. even Mrs. Scar-

¥

lett’s determination began
to waver.

But she kept at it and
now, at the age of 42, Mrs.
Scarlett is at last breaking
into print.

A London firm is to
include‘ several of the
Poems in a book to be pub-

lished next spring,

Mrs. Scarlett, who lives
in Coronation Avenue, Shil-
don, gives this advice to
boets still fighting to get
into print: “Never stop
Writing, no matter how dis.
couraged vou may become,
never

" | shine to the blind,

e
i T

‘ - councillor. I asked her if the

their best to the communities.
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others should Jive

55 By ROBERT CCORKIN

IT is said that peort. « ~

- called on her at her home,
) “I don’t like to talk about
Imyself,” she said. “People say I
'should not hide my light under
'a bushel, but all I do is volun-
| tary work, and one cannot make
1much fuss about that!”

Modest Mrs. Trotter, a
' Magistrate for the past 15 years,
‘has been helping people with
(their problems for as long as

father was a Magistrate and a
councillor, and he often took
ther with him when he paid
' visits to houses and to note their
- condition. “That is how I
- learned to understand life,” she
~said, “My father gave me the
- confidence I needed to become

Mrs, Trotter, one of a family
of eight, hag worked for the Red
Cross and brought a little sun-

A CHAT WITH THE
LONELY

Although Mrs, Trotter retired
zrfrO!!I being a Magistrate about
fﬁVe weeks ago, ‘she is still a

ffcouncilé; were really giving of

* good throughout their lives

- | seldom get intc the u. s, the reason being they go about
~ their work quietly and without fuss. They do not wish
- to be carried shoulder high — they shy away from the
spotlight. And so it was with Lily Lavinia Trotter. She
was, at first, rather reluctant to an interview when I

9 Regent Street, Shildon.

oo to the righy road. That s my
reward, and a wonderful reward
it is.” 5

She was not sure at all about
the fixed fines and punishment
systtem, “One must think of
many things,” she said, “Hard-
ship, for instance. One woman
brought to me wag desperate. I
studied her carefully and found
she often bought the cheapest
tea, the bare necessities, She did
a crime because she was
genuinely desperate. Was - this
person to pay the same price as
another who did the same crime
for perhaps a kick?”
And what qualities must a
person have, to become a Magis-
trate, I asked her.

THEORY “NOT ENOUGH”

“In my opinion,” she said,
“theory alone is not enough.
One needs an intelligent mind
and lots of human understand-
ing plus practical knowledge.”
Then she smiled. “If you have
these,” she concluded, “you
will, as a Magistrate, make
more friends than enemies.”

And so I left the little woman
with a big heart of human

“Indeed they are,”

understanding—a woman willing

the ones who have turned out

§
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~ cases alike.”

= er life so_that others
- without hesitation. [ ¥k porsapmend R ¢ :
~ council are doing a tre ;
~ Iot of work for he o 7 ® :
| People do not realise how much. Shlldon
- time ‘councillors give freely to| = %
help the old angd the young. And| - =
look at those house rents!” she :0 e |
~ stressed, “They must be the 1§ 5 lE t
~ lowest in the whole of the North L‘"’: Se S Ou
Pamts. ' ad ] Speddi £ 61
| And indeed, Mrs. Trotter is fli =t 3 Me ﬁonglgee%}) e‘},‘ﬁ;’g’,e‘éenuy
s a.councillor wlzo shares her life S p’ i g , hadmpuel:)rllitsigeég hI:se gegggk a;é
vfuth ghe old, ‘Th”ey are some- ; b | i’&emmes (orice " 50p), and
times very lonely.” And I sus- = ® | what is more, every copy was
pected . a tear im-her eyes. “I ug = | sold w!ith'in ten c}ays! 3
_ often go and have a heart tp o 3 B - m“?gulsoi ¢ Wzss as?l%n .
 heart chat with them.” And of e G m is quite tricky, the first
- the young people, she saic'i: *In 5 p =1 %op““ii:?" ‘}izssali:gpt down to
;my ——— as_ i Ma&glstrate, pr : 35 “;cop fnore peoi)!e are still
1 feel they are doing quite a Jot e ~ | asking for them,” said his ‘wife ,
gof good work. Of course, they M Zh !hthle}i:],l so a reprint is more
(must try and be strong, for to- e th:"; eS‘bod Thig Rl
. day they have to encounter a A et i of  the  Shildon
|Tot of temptations.” . ~ .| Rambling Club which meets in
: 1
MORE FRIENDS THAN o Jle] at
ENEMIES - siv e
Mrs, Trotter showed emotion g!‘ - 1y
when she told me of the prob- | ;o F,
{lems she had to face at court. gi W,
“I worry about the youngsters th ;r
{who come to court time and » b,
again, I even pray for them, I dé st
have always given a fair deal H o
according to law,” she went on, ted =t
“but one must also be human. e
It is really a matter of the : 8t
‘{individual-—there are npever two | =

oet

the Commercial Inn
Thursdays, is not new d
publishing world, Two ve
ago Dalesman Publicat "
published  his “Walking -
Weardale.” So far, 2,500 co
have been sold, and the bo
still selling steadily.

The 22 poems in the
include The Miner Joe Piker
Toft Hill, Brusselton Folly,
Kirk” Merrington child mun .
Andrew Mills and 5
Middridge Fairies. Another
his poems “Father of Railw
has been included in Robe
Corkin’s  book  “Shildon
Cradle of the Railways” whi
will be on sale any day now, "

“There now seems to b
strong demand for more
these books,” said Ron, who#
resident at the Big]
Auckland Wear Valley 0
Club, and the Golden Cok*
Darlington, “so I intend . w:
another in a similar vein.”

His 64-page book is also
of excellent sketches w}
came from his very own ha
sketches that have sold g
America .as well as in f
country. In fact, Ron, who i
millwright at  Shildon
Works, and who plays
mouthorgan and reads
poems every Monday night
the Marquis of Granby Fol
Club, now has three of
boems set to music and bei
sung by  well-known f
singers.

The proceeds of his poetry |4,
publication has been accepted ).
by the Shildon St. Thomasy:
‘omens’ League, _ - »

“W
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FERMIN MAGDALENA,

Foundries, Middlesbrough,

Spanish party.

Sometimes, as many as thirty people arrive, and these
have included a captain and some of his crew. Once, the

guests included a Chinama
Coast.

“One would think our house was sometimes the
1cague of Nations,” commented Mrs. Magdalena.

" OLIVES AND GARLIC

And indeed, the guests lap it
aii up. There is the wine, the
olives, sardines, salamies and
tomatoes or celery with garlic,
all attractively presented and, as
is the custom of the Spanish
people, the mea] is rounded off

th a bowl of fresh fruit,

Mr. Magdalena (the name s

escommon m Spein and s

guts Chnstan name),
Caite %o s COuntry as a refugee
i 1957 He came from Bilbao,

the capital of the basgue counry
which lieg on the North coasy of
Spain, and was one of the 5,000
children who came to live in
Middlesbrough during  the
Spanfsh Civil War. He expected
to stay in this country only three
months, his intention being to go
to South Amenica.

MANY STRUGGLES

“Now I am & British subect,” he
said. And of England? “I have
found this country very stable.”
During the war, Mr. Magda-
lena was with the Middlesbrough
Co-operative, and in 1946 went
into the fruit trade on wholesale
business, He was Sales Manager
for the Shildon Geest bananas
firm until the end of last year,
and has now set out on his own
in the frui¢ trade.
- But although Mr. Mz:gdalena
is quite happy now, it has not
L _an easy road for him, Be-

er
1y;

- Spanish| for the B.B.C. The re-
2

hildon

who once broadcast a pro-
gramme in Spanish for the BBC, and who is still the
official interpreter for Harrison Brothers of the Atlas
more often than not brings a
touch of Spanish atmosphere to his home.

There, at 5, Elm Road, Shildon, he, and his charm-
ing English wife, Sheila, invite many friends to a real!

n and a boy from the Gold

fore coming to Middlesbrough,
he, with many other refugees
* were moved into the 75 roomed
Hutton Hall, near Guisborough.
He remained there for about
two years. and although, in his
own words, “had many happy
times there,” he had a long
period of many struggles before
reaching Hutton Hall.

NIGHTMARE JOURNEY
ACROSS PYRANEES

Even his parents struggled to
win through. His mother walked

across the Pyramees, and at one |

siage was buried under the snow
for 24 hours, Mr. Magdalena re-
members vividly the time when
his mother had to help his father
who had only one leg, across
the vast wilderness. With a heavy
case containing their belongings
in her hands, she would plunge
forward through the snow for a
few yards, set the case down,
and then go back to her hus-
band. Affer bringing him to
where the case stood, she would
leave him and carry the case a
further few yards, coming back
again for her husband. This
heartbreaking struggle went on
throughout the entire journey.

VERY FRIENDLY PEOPLE

Mr, Magdalena’s struggles and
experiences brought him to
broadcast and in London he
broadcast a programme in

cording, reflecting how the youth
of this country spent their holi-
‘days, was broadcast throughout
Spain. The B.B.C. also asked
him to do a half hour pro-
gramme once a month on
Current Affairs — to be broad-
cast in Spain,

Mr. Magdalena has also acted
as an interpreter in the police
courts. Once, when he was at
work in  Middlesgrough, the

4

17,

Hle
sle

‘ut

°y
to

customs came and hurried him
off ta court, An interprter was
urgently needed!

Last year, for the first time in
33 years, he went back home for
a family re-union.

“I would not I'ke to go back
to Spain ftio live,” he said,

And how did he find Shildon,
after living Lere for the past five
years? “The town is rather

friendly indeed.”

Perhaps that is why he and

bic wife intend to have another
lively Spanish party in the very
necr future — to which I was
invited.
Ore could not fai] to see that
this happy couple were enjoying
thoi lives to the full and I was
certainly convinced that my in-
vitation to their next real
Spazish get-together was  well
worth jooking forward to.

quizt, but I find the people very ==

Touch of Spainf
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THIS AND THAT
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A column by
ROBERT CORKIN

So pornographic magazines
from Denmark are turning
Britain into a sex-mad country?
And businessman Paul Daniels
and Mary Whitehouse are going
to hit back at the Danes by boy-
cotting Danish food. Mrs.
Whitehouse. a clean-up TV cam-
paigner, is to ask her 10,000
members on her National
Viewers and Listeners Associa- |
tion to support the ban.

I cannot really see porno-
graphic material harming the
fact, such
magazines seem one huge laugh
to them. But T certainly see the
great harm they can do if the
material gets into young hands.
And for this reason I suggest
that all decent-minded people of
this country help to support Mr.
Daniels and Mrs. Whitehouse.
There goes my Danish butter!

It is five weeks now since I
gave up cigarette smoking and
bought myself a pipe. Pipe, did
I say? Let’s start again. It is five
weeks now since I gave up
cigarettes and bought myself five
pipes ! That’s right. It is costing
me one pipe per week ! Troublel
is, they keep breaking at the tip
of the mouth. So, as T am not
an expert, and have not yet
begun to observe the pipes in
shop windows, I was wondering
if any reader of this column can
tell me where I can buy a pipe
that has a steel mouth tip. Or is
there such a pipe? Hurry, other-
wise I shall have to return to
cigarettes, and that would be
disastrous !

People every day say things
which amuse me. The television,
the radio, the newspapers — alli
produce people who say things;
that pass un-noticed to most of

Here is a sample of the ones
which amuse me.

“ Often women have babies
because they can’t think of any-

Beaumont. “ Nobody will per-
suade me there is no money
about when I see so much spent
on gambling, -foreign travel,
glossy magazines and plastic
gnomes in every front garden,”
so said Sir Frederick Seebohm.
And  William Weaver, an
American director who is now
unemployed. said: “ Here’s the
real difference in being employed
and being unemployed. You go
out and buy yourself a pipe —
just because you feel like it.”
1 wonder what amuses you?

e {5 =l I ]

<

us. Some do hit the “jackpot.”§

thing bettter to do,” said Lord}

stayed the night with his wife. I
thought 1 had heard every type,

W Al

business, caught the arm of his
wife after wisiting the toilet, and

shouted: “Who was the man
.| you entertained all night?”
y| “There has not been a man

here ! * cried the wife. * You
{liar!” echoed the man. “If

Man comes home and finds;
evidence that another man has;

in the divorce courts until this,
one came up. A certain gentle-;
man, who came home one morn-,
ing after being out all night on;
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f LOI\?E?:)INESS in old people, with all its attendant
s and dangers, has been a concern of the Shildon
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HORTICULTURAL

“ACT NOW’ ' 1
ADVISES

i

e

s

FIRST-AID MAN

John Slater, a first-aid man, of
5, Victoria Street, Shildon, was
on the spot when a child was

| slightly hurt by a car in Byerley

Road. The accident occurred
ontside  Timothy Hackworth
school as the buseg were pre-
paring to pick up the children

: | for home.

“Although the boy suffered
mostly with shock,” said Mr, .
Slater, “it could have been
really serious — he could have
easily been killed.”
A woman, who lives near the
school, said: “ I have seen about
half-a~dozen acciidents to children
at thig very same spot — and
they have always happened at
tea-time.”

NOT MUCH CHANCE
The buses, apparently, on:
bringing the chidren to school
on the morning, turn into Oxford
Street  off the majn road, but |
when scheool is over the buses
pick the children up on the main
road.
“The buses should da as they
do opn a morning and pick the
children up in Oxford Street,”

‘|said Mr. Slater. “The cars come: .

along Byerley Road rather fast,
and a child running across n
front or behind the buses haven’t
much of a chance at all, It is
not even fair on the cars or the
lolly-pop man,” added Mr,
Slater. “Something,” he con-
cluded, “should be done n®w to
prevent further accidents — or
have we to wait until a child is.
killed?™

PLAYING FIELD
NEEDED

People living around Elmy
Road and Elm Drive are be=
coming angry tenants. It appears
that children, not only those who
live in that area, but others from
all partg of Shildon, are coming
there to play football.

“The noise is sometimes
terrible.” said one woman, “And
broken windows are becoming a!
common sight.”

Another tenant said: “I anf
absolutely tired and sick of hav=
ing to go into the garden to get
the ball for them.” Another
commented: “all one gets ig
abuse when we tel] them to ga
and play football somewherg
else.”

But one woman said: “in one
sense, one cannot really blame
the children, for, after all, they
have got to play somewhere,
Trouble is, there ig no playing
field around here for them —
and that is what ig needed.”

It is two years now since the
people in that areca raised g
petition for a playing field fo#
the children. Nothing, since then,
has been done.

W :
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| this non-profit Society is 5/- for

SOCIETY ON WAY
T0 SUCCESS

Since the Shildon and
District Horticultural Society
was formed several weeks
ago, it has met with such
succesc  that its future
appears quite promising. Mr.
Paterson, the Secretary, is
ronfident that the Society is
well on its way to becoming
established.

They hope, when it is prop-
erly organized, they will fair
with“the successful Heighington
Show, and already the Shildon
Wine Makers have shown keen
interest, They are also hoping to
have the show annually at
Sunnydale Secondary Modern
School, but the first date for
this has yet to be fixed,

INTERNATIONAL JUDGE

The Society intend to do a
horticultural series and have lec-
tures on such once a month.
They are also thinking on the

lines of holding a show for
children including the handi-
capped,

A meeting is being held at
Shildon Elm Road Club on 13th
January at 7 o'clock, and Mr.
W. V. Florentine, an Inter-
national Judge and Secretary of
the Darlington Chrysanthemum
and Dahlia Society is to be the
speaker,

The fee for membership of

men and 2/6d. for women and
pensioners, and this fee entitles
members admission to all lec-
tures and slide shows. Here is a
wonderful opening for all keen
gardeners, and those interested
should write or contact the Sec-
retary, Mr. C. Paterson, 27,
Alexandra Street, Shildon,

The man loved
children

It was a sad loss to many
people when the death occurred
of 56-year-old William Bland of
17, Lime Grove, Shildon, Dur-
ing the war he was a corporal
in the Army, and in 1948 joined
the Special Constabulary. He
became a sergeant, and remained
with the Constabulary until his
death, For such faithful service
he was awarded the Queen’s
Medal. He also instructed on
Cycling Proficiency, and re-
ceived a badge of Merit for road
safety by the council,

One of his aims in life was to
help the old and the very young,
and although he never had any
children of his own, his wife
told me: “Children were his
whole life.” Mr, Bland was an
Eldon man before moving to
Shildon, and worked his last five

-

years of life at the Shildon

Wagon Works. .
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in simple ways.
The aim is to seek helpers
from people who live near these
lonc!/y pe&u)m with a view. to
keeping ‘them under- observation
and to be ready to help when
circumstanges of genuine need
arise. Jt js hoped to have at least
two such fizlpers in every street
(er smal] erea) of 30-40 houses,
with interested people néar at
hand ;ﬁg&;okwﬁll allow them the
use pf “telephone or car in any
emergency, if found necessary.
With gmdjmill and co-operation
eny -emergency shouid “be dealt
with as so@n as possible because
the helper will be on the spot
and wili know, freom a help
register provided, who is avail-

. | abla toiadsgt with phone; or car.

or both,
~ GRATIFYING AND
ENCOURAGING

With
mnd, the area has been
canvassed and there are already
50 people intefested enough to
become helpers, 20 houses where
phones will be available and 14
persons wiho are prepared to use
their cars if needed.

It hag been most gratifying and
encouraging to find that, in most
cases, the help asked for is al-
ready being given, and
people approached have and are,
Lelping their old reghbours in
a quiet and informai way. The

.| organising is not complete, how-

ever, and more helpers more,
phones and more cars are still
reeded. In the meantime, the
old people wiil
order to find out any of their
special problems in the hope that
they can be solved.

There are interested people
outside this area who have
(through the-circular letters sent
pressed their desire to help —
it is hoped that other areas will
fellow this Pilot Scheme in
Byerley Road area.

“A DISGRACE" SAYS
ANGRY TENANT

“The cut is a disgrace.” So
said Mr. Robert Bussey of 24,
Thornhill Gardens, Shildon. He
was referring to the path that

| led to the oval near his home,

“My wife won't go through

the filthy cut at alk now,” he
said. “She goes down the street,
the long way round, to do her

this basic function in

be visited in |

to the churches), already ex- }

they too, will be approached as |’

PALL ITE

Pilot Scheme in the Byerley Road area in order ||
ile a Help Register and to organise neighbourly
cases of emergency involving old people who are
ne. This scheme, using the old Christian symbol
h. will enable more people to help their elderly

. el Sy

Seemingly, in the summer, the
privet grows making it prac-
tically impossible to get through
the cut.

“It is a struggle for two
people to walk through,” said
Mr. Baussey, “And when dock
and dandelions grow at either
sidg of it the dogs appear and |}
foul the path.”

1 asked him if he had seen |t
the council about it. “Many |’
times,” - he replied, “But
keep on saying that they will
see about it. Schooi children
come through it and the mess of
their feet is nobodys business,”
he went on. “To think I have
lived here 34 years. and never
cnce missedd my rent.” That. he
concluded, “is the reward one
gets.” :

R.C,
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FUTURE BRIGHT
FOR SHILDON
SHOPS

By ROBERT CORKIN

the } 4 .
! 1971 appears to be quite a

promising year for the Shil-
don British Railways Engin- |
eering Works. Of the 1883| |
they have|i
another 878 general repairs
above their allocated amount

wagon repairs,

P S e

to complete this year. On

top of this they have 150
and ||
826 High Capacity wagons ||

Malayan, 125 Walrus

to complete. :
Further to this, the British
Stee] Corporation have ordered

« October, They are also negotiat-
ing with the British Stee] Corp-

oration concerning orders for
1972,
The management intend to

« strive for further outside work.
“We must be competitive”, said
€ Mr. J. W. Begg, the Works
Manager. “Our Motto should
be: ‘The Right Job — A¢ The
Right Price — At The Right
Time.”
7 T om o
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62 Tippler wagons to be built. |’
This work will begin from next |
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From

URSULA BLOOM

Novelist

Dear Mr. Corkin,

hat has ever happened to me.

191, Cranmer Court,

Sloane Avenue,
Chelsea, S.W.3.

Tel,

589 8966

July the 24th

I do think this is the nicest thing

Nobody is ever quite so

kind, and fof course I am thrilled., But would the dear

f iend give me an inkling?

is, and I mean this.
PLFASE?

for I do sno want to say thank you.

I'd love to meet whoever it

Would they give me this treat,

Maybe you could print the little para.

Most gratefully,

)

They must be dears '

/L’/CL e le I3 5o~

50 Stotkton to Darl

A boﬂk about Shlldon
especially written to

celebrate 150

mrs of the
: tockton

Barlington
this
k — almost two years

he egkimtlons

But today, the ]
¢ Graham, of 1 astle
admitted a mix-ﬁ; at the
rinters led to
delay in publismng

“'l‘oday
~a two-year Shildon

helps to run the
business said ay: “It was

to be written for
the eelebrations and went to

the  printers well before

then.

“But lt ‘has peen
print works long it
_ has
boat.”

vlq

Unfortnnatzly. smne pass-

: - ages h’ﬂlq MW Ahave a

igantle eele'n‘,’mtm;,[

- Mr Graham's wife, Veu,' will t:
who

’gfcmRMmu

ke place T the-gwn
in September 1975 ”  reads
one section.

Mrs Graham said: “It got

left on the shelf because we

under  which workers
Shildon used to operate.

In 1833, anyone turning
15 minutes late fo

so much other work for ¢

It is said
that the pr

old references

Even so,
give an ln

nﬂmya

e of the  most
B ﬁoot sy

parts of
is the section which

ﬁei.

 were not
read thoroughl'y to omit any

hook does
into early lﬁev u m

would be fired ‘
was enough to Bring a5

pem fine.




An Evening Text

Jesus said: Come wunto
Me, all ye that Labour and
are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you and learn

(Matthew 11)

his new-found hobby has
its drawbacks. He said:
“There are times when I
have only three hours
sleep a day because my
work and painting take up
so much time.” He has had
several small exhibitions in
Lincolnshire.

Charles, a fitter, went to
Brinkburn Secondary

£

2

| NEW talent

s

s

e

o e

e

1

e

1t

If; WHEN Charles

# Co.'rkm left  South

le Shields in April for a

ir new job in Lincoln-

L shire, - he -discovered

Lt a new talent.

b1 Until  his 2l-year-old | of Me.

o wife, Judith, and baby

S daughter, Eve, could join

- him in Gainsborough, he

't started to paint to while

n away his lonely leisure

1 time.

. Landscape painting and

i copying have since become

L his passion.

§ Charles, who is 24, has

! already captured the
imagination of some of the
folks in Lincolnshire. His
favourite painting, a copy
of Constable’s Salisbu
Cathedral, was bought by

\ the White Hart pub in

Gainsborough, and he has
‘ % sold several other oil
‘ paintings in the area.

Y, But his obsession

3

g:dgrn Sci:ool before
rting work at Mi
Docks. i

(_lharles was

holidays  to

parents, Minnie and
George Coskin, who live in
Hazlitt Avenue. There was
little time for painting
during the holiday but
Charles managed to knock
out a quick seascape, he
painted at Marsden.

b o o o o o o

Charles Corkin with his seascape

hands slapved by a South praant

7Sl DS

those early

days.

recognise the rest of the Manchester United team from

hester Utd. star dies

Mr William Bryant, who has !ivedé'

in Manchester for the past 37 yearss

died suddenly when he returned O

his native  town of Shildon for a
Christmas holiday.

Mr Bryant, aged 62, was a well ,,"‘

known footballer and played at out-
side right for Manchester United for

P ge
17, and it was Bob (Cockell) Caygill,
a  Shildon newsagent and football
scout, who first approached him and
managed to sign him up for Wolves.
Some months before, when Mr Bryant
was playing for Cockfield, then in the
Northern League, he tried to get a
place with his home town team,
Shildon, but the club ignored him,
the reason being that they were not
particularly interested in local lads.

After two seasons with Wolves, Mr
Bryant went to Wrexham, but it was
not long before Manchester United
snapped him up and held on to him
for 18 seasons. It was there he
received a champlonship medal and a
gold watch and chain, presented to
him by a Manchester business man,
for his part in helping the team to
win the championship. /

Mr John Horman,
Shildon, recalled the time when Billy
played for the “‘dole’’ team. ‘It was
a training centre for those out of

work, and I believe the team was §

known then as the Bishop Auckland
Unemployment Boys.”

Mr Fred Jackson, of 103 Byerley
Road, Shildon, knew him well. ‘At
school,’” he sald, “he Was a good

runner, and very fast. He was af

kind, unselfish  lad, and never
boasted. He would never talk about
football, and when he was a star at
Manchester, he never forgot about his

home town. ‘He paid regular visits to}

Shildon.”’

‘S‘Tory - Ko

~ L]

[erl

" L) CHROMCAE”
TANuArY /976 .
(ko

‘| medals
Ml He carried his medals everyw]gheqé_,

'l he playe:
| received
| the Durham Count

Mr Bryant; who married 2 Shildon
irl, Mary Caine, played with great

tballers such as Charlie Mitten,
Rowley, Pearson, and Bobby Charlton.
A stroke of luck came his way, for a
few months before the Munich air
disaster which nearly wiped out the
Manchester team, he was transferred
to Bradford City. It was there he
.ended his playing days.
Mrs Bryant,  sadly clasping her
husband’s medals and old watch at
her mother's home, 8 arbutt Street,
Shildon, said: ‘‘Billy brought his
to Shildon  in case thieves
to our home in Manchester,

broke in

for he treasured them sO much.
Mr Bryant, who broke a leg when

d against Manchester City,
a cap when he played for

y Boys. He

§ received medals when playing y

8 | Manchester United in the Lancashife

Football Cup, and for h part
St 1 L4

of Queensway,
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our liking,” said Mr awcer. The youngsters, all : - m’?}ﬁ, f(i)ég?argolgggﬁ;?ersG?;rlg: .
: addmg csbut fiI'St, m live in Jasmine 'At first Gilh.an and her Gl.lhan Garﬂey and eight-yea»r:
swe'll just wait and see what Shildon, have already friends thought about putting on ¥ ™
1 ] a - old Sharon Smith.
‘the rest of the world has to nearly £14, and have a concert to raise funds, but
bffer us” a certificate and a finally decided on a jumble sale,
' i f thanks from G. L. ‘l;gve dlsm”tﬁx,ted leaflets, and
.iton, the Appeals gan  selling our own » . .
| . P oouewry . of the Im%%rial possessions,” said Gillian. “Now, Swimming trials at
- Cancer Research Fund. peopie freely give us books

! my brother Bob,

bike

AS SOON as the weather is
to their liking, a young
couple will be on their way
round the world. They have
no intentions of travelling
by air, train, coach, or even
in the comfort of a luxury
liner. They are, in fact,
going deep into the
unknown the hard way —
by pushbike!

The adventurers, 26-year-
old Arnold ‘Walker, and his
attractive wife = Margaret,
(right) intend making their
home a tent as they bike
their way across Europe and
into the many strange lands.

“As we go on”, said Mr
Walker, who is, at present,
staying at his parents’ home
in Shildon, “I shall pop in
to Rhodesia and say hello to
who has
been living there for the

" past few years”.

The couple, who have
been recently living in the

pvicinity of Coventry, and
who have sold all their
furniture so as to raise

enough money to help them
along, have not just decided
on such an adventure. “We
have been .planning this
world tour for over six
months now”, commented
Mr Walker,

To make certain of
survival, they have bheen
studying the magazine ‘The
Working Holiday and Free
Travel Guide’, a book
published by the Fellowship
Press which gives details of
employment  schemes in
France, Germany, Austria
and Italy.

“There is no definite
rush,” said Margaret, who
hails - from = Northampton.
“We will take on work in
different countries as we go
along”. And Arnold, whe
married Margaret just over a
Vear ago, stressed that, as
they were both young, they
had all the time in the
world, and would move
leisurely along, staying
where they think fit.

__ There is doubt whether
“#hey will return to England
ter they have travelled the
orld. “We have our eye on
uth Africa, and may stay
ere if we find the country

L §

saw a
television about cancer,” said 12-
year-old Gillian Alderson, “and
decided to get my
together in the hope that we
could help to fight this horrible
Gisease.”
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hildon youngsters help fight
y)c.xu»ngf childre;ll, t,he;r - a-ll:_(izie our ta_llflget. We hope oth:r
I ight 13, ) children will joi 2
Ifdii :3g2theg§ totohelp Cancel' ; added. S

clothing and toys when they
realise our genuine intentions.”

Another of the children, ten- |D
vear-old Beverley Trusler, said: |w
“Our target was to raise £20, |S+
but we like doing it so much /
that we intend to continue | A

programme on

friends
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Search still tickin
over for mystery

MYSTERY appears
to surround the
maker’s mname of a

Susan Williams, 18 High
PHaToskAPH BY KEN BEETHAM
Mr Storey was remains a big : ' '
can’t remember a clock
jﬁ as 1857, and found that a

grandfather clock

Street, Eldon Lane, is still

ticking away as strongly as

ever, and has on its face the

mystery. 3 = 3 = : -
Mr Walter Tillotson, of 25 s '

St John’s Road, and who, at

maker by that name.”
Mr J. Whitfield, who owns

a grocery and confectionery

clock and watchmaker by

the name of Thomas Robson

owned the shop in 1874. But

which could well be over
150-year-old. i . -
The clock, owned by Mrs e - : E:
STaRy By RoBERT CoRKIN
name Storey, Chappel Row
(now known as Church
Street), Shildon. But who
97 years is one of the oldest
men in Shildon, said: “I still
have a good memory, but I
O
e Mrs Susa illiams winding up her grandfathey clock.
'\Q“ »S Susan W g1 g . shop in Church Street,
~ s kindly searched through the
; deeds of the shop as far back
UNIVERSITY
the name Storey was not STUDENT STILL
mentioned.
—saruovee — — 1 Even 87-year-old Mrs

FINDS SHILDON

SR e e S Siatah A

5 JU[ LRIy BRY 1 1 as Shildon is
JI {’lirr(l)ll(l)r[le (12gle‘$gtelstll “i»\{los?)dham the w:ell-known busgnessmen 'd Si it 1 ‘llrrOl}nded >
P Lo fan' King, St Francis; 8 of Shildon of that time. Mrs CoEyS0e #. 0 an-eal Wt
3 i 2, O - 5 "~ o) s
es | Neville Corkin. 12 to 16 years: Taylor, 79, of 16 Albert Tor soch-geaple.
2d | (three dimensional work) ‘1 R Street, who owns the book, T e ey s
| Greenope, Avenue Comprehensive; browsed through it care- ; e
L aregaons, o S o s fully. The name Storey does Coronation Avenue, is in his first =
Vi it ot noé z}gpe%»f. Wit ; year at Newcastle Uniiversity |
Said Mrs illiams: “ it s =
| £ . : tudying Poli : i
believe it to be around 150- S R s Eomnais ey
. years-old.” = §t|ll like the people here,” =
oy = Mr Storey, whoever he he said. “Nothing has changed ¢
g ) RN el v » = = 2o
20 ooy Gat :)xfas}.ﬁ“oullgcglat\;% ;):ex; agrgtég much in these last four years,
T epseSTor T uadT oustty - alld - SOuUSIC, 1T s C s 5 v apal - <
the school grounds. can almost feel that it will ‘.pa'r: Feniy Lh.’ gradualnextensnon
Judges .were: Floral art, Mrs D. go on ticking for at least of houses. Mind ycu,” he went
Snowball: fl1 :
vegetables, Mr . J MI;orﬁér F“}’;;"“?F‘ another 150 years. - fon, “people used to complain
childrens art, section, eleven he ; T e T T Y about the I P et
eh : ren-year- e i e lac i
,  Elizabeth Paterson won the under 12's b i the town, b o
art, with her’painting of geisha s sna e town, but now that most
o ? lmbIl.\}?reseg{fr?nerf.lbg th&'ergh“dr(?'n‘s ] people have carg they can go out
Je:n:son, and Neville Corkin, iy ; of town to such places, and then
r = = i
B roinder: 3SR L Nicola ‘return to Shildon for peace and
B . . quiet, I certainly wouldn't mind
living here again,” he con-
‘ cluded.
! His father was a well-known,
rand  well admired policeman

121 Art and - (Craft Exhibition
his | (judges Mr R Raymond and Miss
jon|B Craggs of King James 1
sca | School): Handicraft, 8 1o 11
en,|years: 1 Sharon Hutchinson. 17

iy | and over: 1 and 2 not claimed, 3

ael | Mrs A Barnes. Over 60: 1 Miss A
yn.| Evans, 2 Mrs A Alderson, 3 Mrs
12| A. Alderson and Miss A Evans.
nd|{Art, 5 to 7 years: 1 Horndale
3| Infants School. 8 to 11 years:
ae| (group work), 1 St Francis

Edith Turnbull, of 10 Albert
Street was at a loss to who
Storey really was. “But,” she
said, “about eighty years ago
there was a gravedigger by
that name at St John's
Church.” And the church
today stands in the street
once known as Chappel Row.

The History and Directory
of Durham, a book which was
published in 1894, names all

QUIET

Nineteen-year-old John Finley,
- a university student, recently paid
a return visit ta Shildon and
found the town rather quiet, But
he did not mind at all,
. “Those with money search for
. peace and quiet,” he said, “and

_here for 15 years before pro-
. moted to sergeant and moving to
: Stockton, where he now lives.
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WHEN most boys hurry from
school in the evening to play
footbhall, ten-year-old Neville
Corkin, of Jubilee Crescent,
Shilden, hurries home to his
pencils and sketch pad. And his
efforts are bringing him high
praise, - -

Mr J, Shortland, the art
teacher at Timothy Hackworth
School, said: “Neville is a boy
with a certain natural talent who,
because of his interest and
enthusiasm, has aimed at and
achieved good results.

“Starting - with attempts at
animal drawing in the Ilunch
break he has gone on to develop

| his talents.”

| meet

Neville is one of the 40 child-
ren between seven and 11 who
form the school's Art Club and
every “aursday evening
after schogo >

- o~ e =

it !
bf |
| €%
the school leaving cage ‘school. .

Budding

artist

“The idea is that they get
together to do specialist a=t work
with extra guidance,” said Mr
Shortland.

Neville now studies paintings
whenever he gets the chance.

And one of  those chances
brought anxiety {5 "his parents
was i v to be

once. He

- fxalley !
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Blue

When a pet food firm
learned that Mrs Ruby Scar-
lett’s tropical fish adored cat
food, they immediately sent
her ‘with compliments’ a gen-
erous supply of their cat food.

“The firm was most amused
when they heard about it,”
said Mrs Scarlett of 87
Coronation Avenue, Shildon.

Ruby, who has been breed-
ing tropical fish for a number
of years, has won many first
prizes — her Gourami win-
ning three prizes. Her knack
of breeding has been success-
ful too. “I have had over 100
off one female swordtail, and
that is rare as anyone who
knows about breeding fish
will tell you,” she said. SShe
added that she could spare a
few hours a week to any firm
interested in fish breeding.

Mrs Scarlett, who says that
one can pay up to £12 for a
fish, has written a book on
tropical- fish. It has now been
in the hands of a New Jersey
publisher for the past three
there is every
likelihood of it mow being ac-
gepted. “I have begun my
second book, a kind of follow-
up,” she said.

Ruby has been invited to
Yyne Tees Television and to

fish expert on |
Peter shortly |

| AUCKIBD  CHIRONIELE™
DeC 197,

STerRY . RGBER'T CoRKiN

KEN BEETHARM

Mrs Scarlett looking proudly at her prize-winning Gourami.

Radio Durham, and is now to
appear shortly on the highly-
successful children’s pro-
gramme ‘Blue Peter’.

But not only does Mrs Scar-
lett know how to breed
tropical fish, if any of them
are ailing she knows exactly

how to make them fit and
healthy again.

Tanks of all sizes dominate
her house. “That is my main
worry,” she said. “I lack space
so much that I could do with

offers? p:
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Shildon artist
aims to treat
pensioners by

selling picture

When most of the 2,000 railway |}
workers go home in the evening |

from the British Rail Engineering | of

Works at Shildon to watch
television or to do a spot of
gardening, 34-year-old John Slater,
a burner at the works, goes home
to a canvas and brushes and does
a spot of oil  painting —
concentrating mostly on landscapes
and seascapes. s
Although oil painting has been
at the back of his mind ever
since he was a child (he won al!
couple of prizes for his paintings
at school), it is only two months
since he first put brush to canvas.
The results have heen amazing.
Several people have already
approached him, eager to buy his
work, but John, at the moment, is

|

in no mood at selling — that is.i
for profit. !
“I am certainly going to sell

one of my paintings”, said Mr
Slater, 5 Victoria Street, Shildon. |
“But the money I receive from

this work is going to be shared | |

among a-few pensioners.”

John's intention is to treat the
elderly folk who live in
Hackworth Close, a street named
after the railway pioneer Timothy
Hackworth, the man who built the
Royal George by candlelight.

The residents of Hackworth
Close were delighted to hear of |
Mr Slater’s intention. Said Miss
Brown, 1 Hackworth Close: “It is
very kind of this artist to do such
a fine thing for old people.” And
Mrs Bowes of 10 Hackworth Close
cemmented: “A grand idea. He
must be a wonderful person.”

Unlike other artists who paint
what they - see, this shy, quiet
railway employee painfs from
imagination, and, what ig more, as |
his brush is actually sweeping the |
canvas, a future landscape is
forming in his head at the very
same moment!

Before Mr Slater decided to sell
a painting to treat the pensioners
Hackworth Close he turned
down an offer of £30 for his first
painting. The interested buyer,
who wishes to remain anonymous

said: “For a beginner, he is a
remarkable artist.”
And Mr Slater, who has now

quite a list of names of those who
wish to buy his work said: “If 1
do decide to sell, these presons

will be given first preference.”
=

&

-
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~ [.8rel dog dead on an allotment ——

|
|
|
|

A¥E withe

a heart

A Shildon' railway worker, whe |

took up oil painting only
months ago, is to -se
paintings to give local
a treat,

two
one of his
old people

| Mr John Slater, 34, of Victoria

| Street,
! Rail

| already
| £30 for his first painting.
{- YBut ¥ certainly
jone of my

engineering  works,

paintings,” he

a burner at the British
has
turned down an offer of

intend to sell
said.

| “The money will be shared among

|'a few pensioners.”
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already approaghing in-
“strumental players in the town

Proud day coming for

Jack and his

IN 1975 it will be 150 years
since the birth?of the railways,

and already the councils of
Shildon, Bishop Auckland,
Darlington and Stockton are co-
operating with British Rail and
railway societies to provide a
worthwhile event for that
occeasion.

Although Shildon is now
preparing,- a gigantic celebration

(it was from here in 1825 the
world’s first passenger train ran,
drawn by a steam engine), there
will be one man, Jack Stabler,
particularly proud when that year
arrives, for he can boast the fact
that his family has had the
tradition of being employed by
the railways from way back to
when the railways began — and
that will almost certainly be a
record in the country!

Jack, of 66 Burnie Gardens,
Shildon, and who is a chargehand
fitter at the Shildon British Rail
Engineering- works, said: “Our
family tree covering the railways

must be well over a thousand
years.”
Mr Stabler’s great, great

grandfather, George, was a land
agent to the Bowes family. His
great grandfather, Thomas, had
three sons all of whom served 50
years with the railways - One of
them, George, was .one. of the
original founders: of the world’s
first Railway Institute. William,
another son, actually hand-made
a miniature collection of
blacksmiths tools from the
original rail of the world’s first
railway.

Arthur, Jack’s grandfather, was
Station Master at Watford
Junction for 50 years (he
received the Queen at Watford in
1983) and is now compiling a

k concerning the railways of
the world. He has already visited

family

Canada ang other countries in
search of material, and the book,
which is expected to be
published will include the long
proud history of the Stablers!
Jack’s father, Fred, who
married the daughter of a loco-
driver, a William Chisem (whose
father and brothers all served 50

years with the railway), also
worked for the railways for 50
years.

Mr Stabler, whose two sons,
Kenneth and  John is  also

employed at the works (John has
recently won a rail safety-first

award) will, when the time
arrives, certainly seek permission
to raise the rail flag to its

highest point on the works.

Jack Stabler and his sons

e . 4
Members of the church are

-

- CPUCK LAMD

SEP. 72,

considered ' — would also in.
crease - -the opportunities for

congregatiional participation,

proudly view the plaque commemorating the
first passenger train drawn by a steam engine,
outside Shildon BR warkshop offices.— (Photo: K. Beetham) .

which is displayed
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WALLY WILKINSON, a fitter
at BR Engineering’s Shildon
works with 35 years’ service,
invariably has to hurry back
to his home in Darlington,
rush a cup of tea, have a
quick change and dash off
to perhaps London, Bristol or
Scotland — to be in time to
judge border fancy canaries.

Wally, who has been breed-

f—nstory— Of —tne  train; on
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His canaries
get hard-

boiled eggs

ing canaries since he was
ten. has a cabinet full of
trophies he won with his
birds before becoming a top-
flight judge.

Judge three times at the
National Cage Bird Show in
London — one of the biggest
shows of its kind in the
world — he knows the right

“and The Hull Pumman, ¢

/2 o Sy |
‘RAIL  NEWS
- NOVEMBER TR. &
STorY ¢ RoBEeRT CORKIN |
PCTuRE . Ken BEETHBI

%
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way to rear a champion bird.

“1 feed my young with a
special mixture.” he says.
“This consists of hard-boiled
eggs, sausage rusk, con-
densed milk and glucose”.

It is soon after the young
birds first moult that Walter
picks out the birds he thinks
will make champions.

To get canaries in peak
¢ondition he sprays them in
warm water to bring out the
best in their plumage —
“sometimes actually washing
them,” says Wally. “But this
practice could be dangerous
and must be done with great
care.”

mras o ® e
LR

_3,‘:1 Lecturing i

1C ; i€
Walter takes a great In-

at | terest in helping junior and | @

T- | new fanciers, and lectures all | @

or | over the country. c

= What does Wally look for |

in a top canary? “The bird’s =

it outline, its quality and size. | o

he And it must not be more |

than five-and-a-half inches. R

And Wally still finds time N

for another hobby—breeding | N

smooth-haired fox terriers g-

Getting ready

IN 1975 it will be 150 years since
the birth of the railways, and
already the councils of Shildon,
Bishop Auckland, Darlington and
Stockton are co-operating with
British Rail and railway societies
to provide a worthwhile event for
that occasion.

~ Although Shildon is now prepar-
ing a gigantic celebration (it was
from here in 1825 the world's first
passenger train ran, drawn by a
steam engine), there will be one
man, Jack Stabler, particularly
proud when that year arrives, for
he can boast the fact that his
family has had the tradition of
being employed by the railways
from way back when they began.

Jack, a chargehand fitter at
Shildon BR Engineering works,
says: “Our family tree covering
the railways must amount to well
over 1,000 years.”

Mr Stabler's great-great-grand-
father, George, was a land agent
to the Bowes family. His great-
grandfather, Thomas, had three
sons, all of whom served 50 years
with the railways.

One of them, George, was one

- M - ——
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of the original founders of the
world’s first Railway Institute.
William, another son, actually
hand-made a miniature collection
of blacksmith’'s tools from the
original rail of the world's first
railway.

Arthur, Jack's grandfather, was
stationmaster at Watford Junction
(he received The Queen at Wat-
ford in 1953) and is now compil-
ing a book concerning the railways
of the world. He has already
visited Canada and other countries
in search of material, and the book
will include the long, proud history
of the Stablers.

Jack’s father, Fred, who mar-
ried the daughter of a local driver,
a William Chisem (whose father
and brothers all served 50 years
with the railway), also worked
for the railway for 50 years.

Jack’s two sons, Kenneth and
John, are also employed at the
works (John has recently won a
rail safety-first award). -
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Trying to corner poets . |
“poets corner

me a full-blown author is searching

for a

AN EX-SHIELDS sailor who has beco

Mr Robert Corkin, poet with a mission,

jover Celia Scott.

for the poets of South Shields. Mr Robert Corkin,

where he spent more than 25 years,

if he can find around
40 local poets to fill
it

Mr Corkin, who has
brothers and sisters
in Shields, edited a
writers’ magazine
which circulated in
this this country and
\found readership in
many parts of the
world, including the
Wisconsin University
in the US.A, and
the College of Lon-
don.

He has had two
books of poems pub-
lished. They were
edited. by Violet

Stella Black was

she browsed
of wanted

one, and

Loraine Hiltz,

developed. Now,
«oing to meet for
time.

Nash, and lives

xvggl%ome .Mrs
- —husband, Ken,
“Tt has been my

to meet Loraine,”
Mrs Black at

1edworth Road; S
like a beautiful dre

“We .could never

to Canada until now,”
51-year-old husband; who has been|

through 'a
Christian magazine which -was full;chairman of
pen-pals.
after dropping teenager
who  liv i

Although Loraine
in- Florida,

will be returning to her parents think that such 1
Ontario, to| would ever come,” she said.

home in Scarborough,
football referee for

Black
who are
to stay there for three weeks.

said 46-year-old |
her

n

his
zine's poetry editor.

Brown, maga-

«The anthologies
were by poets from
all over the world,”
says Mr Corkin, who
now lives in Shildon.

“My intention now
is to produce a book
by Shields poets only
—— call it a kind of
dedication to the
many happy years I
spent in the old
town.”

only 16 whenj)a millwright for
little | at Shildon Rail

She chose | Bowling

after constantly 5 /
writing to each other for the past | z]l(c)lrkl:eof)ge’? :i\lckworth House, '
30 years, Stella and Loraine arel; cines hopé of ever meeting

the very ﬁrSt:friend.

is mow Mrs| :“After -all
she | writing to each

and her| Mr Black, a
expected | 20 years, )
{ trophies for his
life’s ambition | cup finals in le
home ~in| “It could not

hildon. “It is| better

afford the trip\sn it is. going
said her | celebration.”

signs ne of hlS books for poetry

tends to publish a book of poems —

the
Club since 1960.

o Mrs Black, who was
> : : In | Jssistant for two years at Aycliffe
Canada, a line, a great friendship | pantal  hospital,

ome in Shildon; was

collecting
Anekland District League,
time. It is

am come true.‘wedding anniversary this month, | ar®

Stella and Ken,

*101d Auckland
“‘pub’ to

| A
1a8 C
E

ke | 9
at |
S close down!
il-
18| THERE was shocked reaction | o
. | when it was learned that onne of |
the oldest pubs in Bishop Auck-\h
land was to close in a couple of |
. & | weeks time. Customers of thely
Three Tuns, in Newgate Street,
which was once a shed to shelter
horses and, incidentally, where |
Red Alligator was given a free
;t\p'mt of beer the day it won the

| S¢

&

1f‘ Grand National, were certain that
n'it had escaped the ‘“death |
.g | penalty”. 1€ ‘
e A few weeks ago there \vere'rI |
11 | rumours that Newcastle Breweriesi,s‘ \
- el had not renewed the licence, and | £
g, | that an unknown __person had |
- bought the premises. Customers ﬁJ&
0| planned a massive protest, butf“
-e| before this was pul into | 9¢
al | operation news came that ?‘ne{h’
at| pub was going to be redecoratediﬁ
it, | and modernised. t
3, The customers sighed  with | A_
o| relief, ahd their joys were | 18

n strengthened when the outside of

the Three Tuns was given a\l
e “facelift” about three weeks ago.l
But their huppiness vanished | f‘

| when. last Thursday. the manager | %
of the pub, Bert Harper, received
.. | official word of the closure.
3 “Jt came quite unexpected”,
said Mr Harper, I honestly | ¢
thought the pub was going to | P
have alterations done to Liaf |
Another setback came to the
customers who were going to
{ make the Cumberland Arms, alsola
in Newgate Street, their new | Or
“home”, for Newcastle Breweries | al
have, it is understood, intentions |
of closing this pub shortly so as|b¢
to modernise it. th
Modernisation to the customers | Sk
and staff of the Cumberland | St
Arms, which 1is expected to be|D
closed for about three months, | fo
may not exactly be welcomed.
«lye are all against it” says-| Cd
attractive barmaid Isobel | to
Hepburn. “This is a very friendly | le
house. Modernisation ~will take | sef
away friendliness ' and { WiS
| perhaps many of our customers”. |
Another of the Arms barmaids, | £ul
pretty Elizabeth Banhister, said: | "1
41t is a terrible thought Our | R
customers, as well as ou se‘r-;es,‘i |
are VEry. angry-aboutuit
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the past 30 years
Works, and also
British  Rail

a nursing

and who Dow
he

her

these years of
other we did not
a wonderful day

cups and
part in refereeing
agues such as the|
said:

have come at 2
our silver

Mrs Stella Black.

family, know that their friend in; Co
Canada is just as excited as they. as
aisriy S

will be a moment that®
with me for the I
said Mrs Blac_‘);.';

to be a rousing

who have no
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Mr Arthur Smith (right) presenting the_pennant to
2 (Photo:

Shildon

“Rhodesia is still m‘o—Brmsh.’
That is toe view Qf 928-year-o0
Robert Wwalker, Wwno has been
working out there for the past

{wo years.

Robert, who js now on holiday
(hé is allowed dsx)} :vefrl:z
iday ear) and 1S § ay
Bl b : St. John’s
Road, Shildon, certainly finds
Rhodesia 2 wonderful cqum

with his parents at 2

“The people there have

grudge whatsoever ag:}mst :}l‘lg

Enghsb.“ he Says. ‘on

contrary they ‘would welcog’ne
people from this country with
open arms.” But he warned

that Rhodesia was ~- ol

country for lazy people. “1f one
is prepared to work hard their
reward is  superior living

conditions.

Mr Walker, who is on the

electrical engineering side

rerriment.
Rhodesian Government,
e v » would be

added - that theh “lazy e
; doomed for there 18 -
thing as “gole” 1N Rhodesia
Food appears to be plen

«por instance,

fillet steak for‘around 70p

r itish Govemment
for the Bri \"\'alker.

sanctions,” added
« Rhodesia 3
export
England.

»

Although Rhodesians up to
the age of 26 are forced 1o
train for one month every year

in the Army, Robert says

S yYMBOL

1s.8d., monthly. Articles ofup to
600 wprds on writing topics sgch
as: ,nght About What You
Wr}tg G ‘Notes on Novel
Writing’. Fiction of 800 words
maximum. Poems of no more
than 12 lines. Rates paid: by
arrangement.
Note: ‘‘Rejected MSS cannot be
returned if SAE isnot enclosed.”
Address: :
}é(?tgfgbgogl%in (Editor),

, 23, Jubilee C
Shildon, Co. Durham. bt

man

men between 45 and 50 don’t
even raise af eyebrow when

tiful.
says Robert. >
can buy 51h. of the pbest prime

Tt

PN SN RS

Mr A. Bagley,

And of Shildon R%Eert uflllrl:cé: . ‘
very little change. TWO P ? =
: believes he ymsses. The » 7 CKM CHKON'CLb
P for there 1S % ds‘;gl

as a pub in odesia.
must consume_ beet from 2 | ‘iue SEF‘ 73‘
The other 1S &
grass of our |

e reen
£ 4

A FORMER Shildon man has

for the past 24 year

Street, Shilden
t of the Bunderberg

| band sergean

hich, ' incidentally,
f the Australian B
hampionship in 1971.

were winnars

protkers are all

{ | played inthe band before

48
“we wouid like bandsmen from
set players.” says
now a foreman
“Any bandsmen
jorate and “interest d
ocur Secretary,

r | ready to em
: ak:lshould contact
M | Lamb Street,

And of Shildon,

h Mr Smith said:
o | “There has

'

ven't changed —

e e

Pensioners have highly praised the committee of

Cornwall Place Communal Centre, Bishop Auckland, since
Bt was officially opened in April by Coun. Denis Harburm.

The centre, which has received gifts from Sheperds,
firm, Mackays of Purham, Toothills and the
Club, is designed for 36 bungalows, eigh
¢ which are specially built for the disabled.

Mrs Ruby Bainbridge, a resident, said: “Loneliness is a&

“1h ‘:1,g’ of the past now. The committee are doing 2 wonderful 3§

The pensioners paid a sbeclal thank-you to Mrs Dack, |
the centre’s warden. :

In the committee picture are, left to right (standing): |
gr Carr (chairman), Mr Blackett (secretary), Mr wilson,

Mr Dack (treasurer), Mr Potts. Sitting: Mrs E
Graham. . ice-chaixmman)y: 'S ingham,

A A A T
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~ ghip-builder
; o : When 35-year-old Barrie Hutchinson comes B
h out WSS

from the Shildon rail works he does not rus .
the boys to have 2 pint and 2 g_ame'of darts. Instead, B
mind gets cracking into thinking ‘]ust how fast he

; ’ L yet again “ launch > one of his ships ! -
- For the past three years, and in s been

%, building model

secret, he ha

sailing ships and galleons such as the

. Royal govereign, the Cutty
Sark and the Golden Hind.

1
\\‘ “J¢ takes mMme about a couple
|
i
\

N TORAK o i

RIVETER’S ASSISTANT Ted Jayne of
Shildon BR Engineering works, got tired
of the rising price of beer, so he deci-
ded to brew his own. But, as he missed
dropping in at the local, he built 2
§hed in his backyard and transformed
b it, with all the ingredients, into an
R ordinary pub.

SEONS | “It is Britain’s only frechouse”,
oy Ted, who has named his ;ems:z:
Drunken Duck. “No-one is alowed to
& spend even a penny on drink.”

{ " The Duck, which must rate as one
of_ the country’s smallest pubs, has a
wide choice of wines, soft drinks and
beers, and has heating installed for
those cold, dark nights. There’s stereo-
phonic sound, too, to help Ted’s rail-
~way pals to relax.

Ted, who admits—"five customers
and the pub is crammed”—has a rule
sheet pinned to the wall. Foul lan-

build one,” said

Barrie, 11 |
sd| Mmagnolia way, Shildon.

eattl;‘e igreity ; -~
)g «Although there is a lot. of |
iy | hard work in it, it ig indeed 2

g Py A )
8 : L]
Shildon men will
‘15 o v isfying hobby.”
eX—lllblt OWn \18; Vegr S:\llstcyhl;:\gson‘os Syhivps of the !
. o delight to the eve. ¥ 3
.|

| of months t0
who lives at

el| past ar
‘1"1 Although the plans appear like |
: angled wreckage the |

° ®

ammtimgs 55| 4 mass of ¢ e |
e - finished product reveals \
j‘%\ amazing detail. The cannons, |
over tgl_g_t.coun@ry.DReﬁenﬂy._tat o the trlggin‘:rt,unz;gd even the |
an exhibition m urham Ay, s | minute costulr L <
Mr Slater’s work was boqght | '} geen on close ohservation.
from over a thousand paintings \ d Even the painting of the | ¢
on show. He IS now going 1o S b shed:-216 -

2 Ti 1as s | vessels cannot be ;
d‘ttemnt to paint he ast r| took me a full week to paint ‘;
PUPPE ; B e | fie| only -the hull of one of MY |
This is ~my greatest an ,:o\ Ships,” said Barrie.

are 1o exhibit

& Two  artists  ar :
in their own

eir paintings | ‘
ome town of Shildon. “
Y b Thirty-five ' year old i
RS iater, of 5 Vietoria Street, who l
“began painting about a year \

g orepe gy =~ —

John

thinks that Shil doniani

‘-a‘e e i e bt s depnved % toughest chaltenge,” Says John.
exhibitions 107 (¢ too 1ong. | i “yill take me ‘about a year ts | Andnow his ten-year-old SCf |
: id| David 1S following 1N his |
He has already built

not allowed i There i
snoneEies § is2a e S other _artist, 49-year-old £ oanolols™
1 R footsteps.

religious discussion and politics No
s 4 Wt} 1
“customer” should consume over theed Douglas Kipling, o SOIREE sl ; g
" The e date and the place for 3 ) . ¢ :
;\é’(f&‘émgf g}%%?)? wisl?y;o.w see | the exhibition 1S to be | E04 & battleship with its moveable | N
i announced shortly after | ae s and other details. .
§ €

pints per session is another rule, but
ugh Mr Hutchinson I8

E‘;“J:fedeixs. lycrlsps and nuts can be local talent without having %0 | Tqristmas
Feey): o out of town.” stmas. : ] :
The pub is open five nights a week, - g Mr Kipling, who' is @ mobile = ere— : g d ing a ship for an ex-Navy
seven till ten. “The lads have a good‘ s crane driver at Shildon Rail : ; 3 “man, he will not sell or even
chat and a sing-song every evening,” Works, began painting v = & g % 4 show his work 10 outsiders.
says Ted, who is aiso keen on shooting “accident.” For, Some years, an¢ ' ¥ is| Said his attractive wife Alice: |
fishing and archery “The atmosphe . : with recogmnition. e carved : «pe must have clever hands |
here is just great - e figures  of prominent people o| and a lot of patience to do this |
! ( such as SiT Winston Churchill, it| kind of Sk 1 G0 srish he
Nelson,  Hitler and _Cherle would launch out and allow
> s | people to see - -his fine

And what does his wife, Pat, think
of t?e Drunken Duck? ¢l find it and
amusing but it is 2 {arge slice of my
husband’s life now. So I'm happy
about it oll so long as he is happy.”

Chaplain  from furniture
unseasoned wood.

But the carvings had to cease
when he lost part of 2 f
at work. It was this @
that turned him 10
portraits of the Red ‘Boy,
Hopkin and Naj - watch’
Moscow burn: One of his_
the portrait o1 Enoch . Powell,
has been admired by mxany, i 3 i

Mr Slater v s atger : 7

e il : eI
R L ~ Aucis | peady for

3 3 ‘
the raiders |

«Up in the mornings the
game,” is a saying of many‘
. | pigeon fanciers at the beginning |
| of a new season of pigeon racing |
i—- especially the fanciers at the
'INew Shildon Club and Institute. |
i But from now, Jjust before |
| April 20, when the new season
| begins, fanciers all over the town|
| will be guarding their lots at|
’lnight. in the hope of catehing |
: ared-lmnded, intruders who have|
- g : T | plagued Shildon fanciers for theip
he o) q | > B }
5\ 11 B e e ] past few years. | B
g : «yandalism and the stealing. of + 0
birds - appears to . be gettingi ¥
worse,” - said 33-year-old Brian
Younghusband, who is secrefary’®
of the West Durham Federation &
Homing Pigeon Society. u
The police are seemingly, »
doing their best to pounce on the
offenders, but fanciers all overtsy
the town are really very worried,‘
&that the raids on their lots this 3
year will be heavier than other .

workmans . ]

ox™®

i3

e - v 1 £ B 1 7
Bill’s flo | e e
=)
: ill's 1lowers eep on wmnmg
i E
T; iftyfiv e-year-old William Apart from winning, Mr . chrysanthemums in early and lateffi
G i . . Florentine is @ prominent lecturer | flowery varieties. Five years agofy,
rentine seems to have an
: e and has visited societies in many he was awarded the National
nny knack of always winning . .
2 ; y' parts of the country to give Chrysanthemum Silver Medal. He
jzes with his flowers. No matter | alks. And when he is not|is also a national dahlia judges
in

he returns home lecturing or nursing his plants, all gained by examination
as | theory and practical judging.

":i re he goes,
1 a handful of cups and| he travels to such places :
als‘ 3 | Belfast to judge flower shows. And what 1s the secret of h
: Bill, of 170 Yarm Road, | success? «guccess lies in attention B years.
i good stock and§ : «yir Clark, Chairman, who puts
i is

i

g‘,.‘ ], who bas worked * for the Darlington, is 2 life vice| to selection of

ilways for the past 25 years president of the “National correct watering,” says Bill,
and | was once mentioned

is a sheet metal worker at | Chrysanthemum Group
the Darlington Despatches while serving In

and Dahlia | Eighth Army. “There is

every ounce of energy 1o
trying to better our relationship

with the sport. and
Giles, Mg
the

who!

prizewinners like Mr

g Shildon works, | secretary of

Engineerin
an growing flowers after a Chrysanthemum
d had given him six plants. Society. He is also a life member positive secret, just observatio Stott and Laidlaw, and
that day he has won over | of the Stockton Chrysanthemum and hard work.” Johnson Brothers must be gettin ‘
i and is holder No wonder thev call him Mr fod up with this sort of fear Jye
' vear,’’ ’gaid W

d 85 silver and | and Dahlia Society,
S

| of the National Dip -
e adding:

' if the rai
: , the

trophes an
'f;?" ) 3 > I‘ i s ;
: S ; Y ) this season

nze medals.

loma in Ju
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a few of the young members ju

Mr Baker and his wife with

. DISCO ENDS
‘: VANDW, LISM

THREE "MONTHS aoo vandalism was so

other adults, formed a committee and o

c

+ | and this has paid divi dends B
e | for vandalism in the vil- 1s“5ecrelttar.;;qpfbteheen )3;_; (mm-
g1 Sd as 3 é
{ IH’QO today is pxactlcally work., but the wonderful look

non-existent. on the kids faces when we told
Mr Baker, his ‘wife, and Mr them of. the trip makes it all
nd Mrs Gibson were SO worthwhile.”

pma~ed Jith Sene. “results - that Another of the committee,
they decided to reward the Mrs Ethel Heatherington, said:

CANOW that t(iw(t;hchrl‘\aé\ebstarled Eldon today. T?lwete m_lgn]l(}:i Wie
. ; J Vs S 0 nore
these trips.” said Eddie, who 't\lll)(\vlﬁeb());u u‘i(ow e ® nice

throws in. some of his 0\\n 3]0”"0 when they pass you’
money to fmm:tceothe ,(luh “we v : TS ~aiar M

and howowed ;

ichlldren with a  threeday ppo oo 0 phig  difference in

Footballer
‘| judges eggs

club Darlington, when he
appeared as one of three judges
bar |On Good Friday at an Easter egg
,)112. competition in the Redworth

f’;‘_’ The competition, . which was
|’ |organised by the 'pub’s Jolly
'in Boys, was in aid of raising
nd | money  for the Holly Hill
A | Childrens Home.
There was nearly 100 eggs on
s | show. Said one of the Jolly Boys |’
A | Brian Nevison: “It is a far better | ¢
1. | turn-out than last year. People
n. | have realised that it is for a very
3| good cause.”
Al The prizes for the three most | | R
an | decorative eggs were a gent’s
n. | wrist watch, a coffee table and a
-d. | cigarette lighter. The ladies dart| £ ¢k
Blteam of the Redworth Arms|s ]
= : 1| provided two prizes  while | }¢
2 Camerons brewery supplied a|p
bottle of whisky to be raffled. 5¢
All the colourful paste eggs, a|C
£25 cheque, and many large g
chocolate Easter eggs which the | 3
Jolly Boys bought, have been |E:
sent to the Childrens Home. The | Cc
other “two - judges  w.rerw Mr!
Edward, Hodges and Mr Rol

uble Row. decided to do something about it. He,
e 1o DO - pened up a disco for Eldon’s young people,

|
1
l
|
T

ad

OC| Footballer Bryin Conlon was in %

e; a happy mood even though i s

cex | Hartlepool, the team he plays for, ;”'/ L8
2| was beaten that day by his old G

Arms, Shildon. e boi

ing trip to the Lakes. - (Photo: Beetham).

st before they set off for their camp-

had in the small village of Eldon that Mr
and a few

sleeping bags and hired tents

And to make certain

the young

people did not go hungry, he
and the commitiee stored
plenty of food two W eeks
beforehand. “We would
certainly welcome - more help
from other adults to supervise
future outings,” stressed Eddie.
For most of the young pcop.e
this was their first camping

trip, and for some

their {first

time away from home.

Susan I.lm'). 12, of

0Old Eldon

Farm, said: “This is my first

outing,

: you
excited Isﬂam" g:‘;.h l'at’erson

VL S B

help us.’ ‘\ml Stephen

‘ot to ;
Gwynn, 15, said:%

guess how‘

“Sinece the

disco  started vandalism has

almost - stopped.”

The club has now over a

hundred members.

“Owing fo

~ihe tremendous support,” says

Mr Baker, “we hav

e had to

restrict membership.”

A trip to Flamingo Park for
the younger members, with
parents invited, is next on the
listt and in August it 1S

expected that an
Eldon’s old people
place.

outing for
will - take

“All this, of course, takes
money,” said Eddie. “I'm
hoping Eldon residents \_\'1”

take heart and_ help ua,
alter all, we are trying to

the ﬂnfavourable rnlge
“to haye of

A

I

5
1d
al
e

e T .

o~ o~
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Auckland

barmaid
in hair-do
contest

Guy Fawkes Day may be a
day of joy for tall, attractive
Mrs Isobel Hepburn, for it is
on November 5 that she, too,
will put on a sparkling display
in London.

Isobel, aged 32, is the model
for hairdresser Mrs Maureen
Dolphin, of Crook, - and - beth
have proudly reached the final
of a national hair-colouring
competition which will  take
place in the Royal Albert Hall.

Mrs Hepburn, who is a
barmaid in the Cumberiand
Arms, Newgate Street, Bishop
Auckland, said: “In the regional
round of the competition/ we
came eighth out of 80 con-
testants. It was no easy task,
but we reached the final which
proves we stand a very good
chance of actually winning the
contest.”

Isobel, a native of Glasgow,
and who came to live in this
part of the world eight years
ago, has been a hairdressing
and dress model for several
years, but did not take it
seriously until this competition,
run by L'Oreal, came along.
Now, thanks to Mrs Dolphin, an
urge to stir up her secret
ambition of becoming a top-
flight model is taking definiie
shape, for, if she outruns the
180 other finalists from ali over
the country, she not only
collects a £150. cheque, but is
rewarded wilth the dream B3
chance of t(ravelling the world :
as a model.

Mrs Dolphin certainly finds
the chance of winning very
real, for, although she has
entered other contests lightly,
she has, this time, kept her
hair-colouring formula a very
close secret. Not even Mrs
Hepburn has been enlightened
on the colour scheme. I

“Fireworks have never in- f
terested me,” says Isobel, who -
also models for a boutique in
Crook, called Romeo and Juliet.
“‘But 1 have a 11
a So it

Ko7 Cacky;.
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a century.

This does not mean that the
works are behind the times. They
have some of the most up-to-date
machinery in the world, but one
must pay respect to the mechanics
of the last century. in the
knowledge that their fine work-
manship is still being admired
today.

In those days the Shildon shop
workers could neither read nor
write, for they had had very little
education, and most of them had

practically no engineering ex-
perience.
The lathes then were hand

opeate_d, there was no turntables
and with the exception of a screw
jack, ropes and pulleys were the
only means of raising heavy paris
like engines and boilers.

The works (which were built at
the time of the opening of the
railway) consisted of a narrow
building comprising a joiners’
and blacksmith’s shop. There was
also an engine shed which could
house two engines.

The number of men employed
was 20, but in 1827, when
l@ackworth - built the Royal
George, there was excitement and
jubilation as the figure of
employment ~ increased to

grand total of 50!
Today over 2,000 are employed | W
at the works which are now one of |1

the country’s main rail worksho
gentre. 4

the

George Stainthorpe, toolrcom char i

or r ™ c : geman at Shildon works, and

Philip Maguire, apprentice engineer, using a surface gauge that h';s th
been in use for over a century.

They‘{ certainly |

made tools
to last...

HILDON'S railway wagon works are still using tools
: Qf the Timothy Hackworth era. One of them, a
surface gauge, has been in use at the works for oyer
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squeeze away

Christmas gloom

For years, -ever since 1939 injwith a grown-up family, recalled
fact, 65-year-old Harry McCaffery’{the moment when the urge to
has been doing the rounds of the{learn the accordion came to him. |
pubs in Bishop Auckland, Shildon!It was when he was a teenager, |
and even an far away as South|unemployed and hungry. “T was |
Shields, delighting thousands of looking at accordions in a shop |
people with his accordion. |window when the manager of the

But two years ago he decided |shop came out and asked me if
to call it a day, so the accordion |I'd clean his car. He certainly |
was cast into the attic. Now,|took pity on me, for when he|
Harry, who lives at 42 Highllearned 1 was interested in
Bondgate, Bishop Auckland, finds&accordions he gave me a job, and |
the people so downhearted withjan accordion, and told me to pay
the country’'s present situation /him back weekly out of my|
that he has wiped away the |wage.” :
cobwebs off nis accordion and| Added Harry: “I certainly need
come out of retirement. |another accordion mow, but a$

“What with industrial strife,jam a pensioner to buy
shortages, threatened|right out of question.”
unemployment and inflation, our| And as Mr McCaffery d
people certainly mneed to be|rounds of the pubs once
cheered up

=

this Christmas,” says|this Christmas, spreading
Harry, who entertained the troops|light on these dark days, h
during the war when he was a|Hilda, said: “Although I

gunner in = the Royal Artillery.‘dl"mk myself, I think it wo
“Say what you like, there is|of Harry to. come
nothing = like an accordion toj retirement to cheer

with his accordion.”

!chase away the gloom.” |
| Mr McCaffery, who has worked |
and employed|

| in shipyards was

by British Railways for nearly 29| T =
| years, enjoyed entertaining the| L3
iclderly so much that he used to| AU.C‘(LR“N.D

give his services entirely free.
Mr MecCaffery,

who is married| CHRO

pEC. 1972
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OBERT CORKIN

If it's old photographs of
Shildon you are interested 1n,
then- Brian Nevison is the man to
get in touch with. Mr Nevison,
wdo has been collecting ancient
photographs of the town for
quite some time now, has found
an interested publisher who is, at
the moment, considering whether
to produce the photographs in |
book form.

“Nothing is definite yet”,
98-year-old Brian, who lives at 6
Bouch Street, Shildon. “The
publishers realise that there is a
limited scope for such a work,
but 1 believe that, apart from
Shildon, many other districts will
be interested in such a book”.

Mr Nevison has hundreds of

A LD TR LT
3

said |

=3~ o 0

-~

Muekm)

(@]

, ==L

oldies, some of them very Tare. |y ) 78 ) E
As a sample, he has one of a % _ [(l}\/(('
wheelbarrow race near the | &= %
Hippodrome. = Then  there is a:((')‘ -
photograph of women cleaning |

enecines at Shildon rail works in‘lr“

1914. i g, 2 : .

“The photographs have been | °. / ‘CZ
kept in excellent condition over N I%l I(‘

the years’, said Brian. “I am
indeed grateful to all those who\g
have co-operated and urged me
to try and put these treasures to|
good use”.

Mr Nevison has
other old photographs
districts. and he infends to find a cc

also. many | St
of other | &

publisher to produce these In . =7 -
peneral interest form if the S‘:, g/féﬁ o=
Shildon book  materialises. ok CS" = :
would be very pleased to get in §

touch with any person who }‘}’1‘ A ~

said

possesses  old photographs”,
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o Aj He began the trade in
g # Manchester and .came to live in

Time runs out
as watchmaker

looks for
apprentiéé

e running out for a Bishop At}ck-
He is, literally speaking,
en though it is boom-

Time appears to b
land watch and clockmaker.
timing the death of his trade — ev
b “It is hooming hecause it is dying,” said 47-year-}:)ld
master watchmaker Hans Jonathan, .whose workshop
stands in Princess Street. “And it i's dylt}g b.ecaus? therlet
are no apprentices to carry on this .satlsfymg .trade.
would indeed be nice if T could get in touch with some-

who is willing to wonderful town that he now
:)Ody the trade 59 intends to stay for the rest of
earn .

his life — with the hope that
Mr Jonathan, who was born he can find someone to carry
in Germany, is actually 300 jobs 0. tne trade.

behind time and is booked up
with work for several months.

Bishop Auckland nearly three

Al v ' | He was, in his own words

vears ago. He came to England
in 1941 as a refugee, and now
work sent to him from
every part of the country.
Still msamarried, Hans — °I1
am really married to my craft”
the only master
chmaker in the North-East.

“born under a bench™ and, as
watchmaking goes back five
generations in his family, he
{ can do anything from electro-
plating to actually hand-
building a complete clock.
“The main principle of a

e

~ ):| Ssinging should come along for

- T won the BRSA cup in a bowis

good watch is the number of
| ticks per hour,” he says. “On

the- whole a watch with 36,000
t is the most reliable.”
card on on his

’”f ns up just how
m he is. It
i -reads: “The impossible we do
.| at once — miracles take a
| | little longer.”

! And of Bishop Auckla
Jonathan finds itea

nd Mr

Sueh. .
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> ‘phie ea DAL ate
= \,%;e_dal‘ (?reed'lﬂ, e‘d‘leﬂs“‘e C?S’nc Tan
| ENiot ey (‘cr;d‘ "corkin
(c sC e Silver |
: : A Havediate (credm’
rotol | Raine-

will be an !
traction for the folks of Shildon
the Stockton and

t year, for a Shildon man, Mr
Corkin
escent, has just written a book

otographs, has been accepted
Frank Graham, the Newcastle |

*¥8aid Mr Corkin: “Shildon has
llways been mentioned too lizhitly
i the many books that have ‘been |

railway As
I decided that a book on
town itself was quite in

bert edited thi e e

& "Ro edi a monthly non- . < @

profit writers magazine for severn | i #“C‘, Lﬂ Satsperd

which not only covered this| v =~ — e

but went to S
such as

stralia and Yugoslavia. Readers

Takis

of novelists such as : ey = o
Bloom, and the Greek|R ‘q7lf. =
Papatzonis.| R e P i e

too, such as | |{ e

‘v | Wisconsin, USA, ordered co
o | ine 1

“
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Pretty  Susan

t Green is * [ N
capturing the hearts of thleS
males with her charm and her |{
voice. Susan, aged 19, is a folk |
a;gge)x;,a am}i], according to many |
s ve hear i i
t' Rl d her, is destined
“I have been told t
0
y rt}yself_ forward,” said Slfslixsr?
who lwes“ at 17 College Street
on. “The well-known folk
fanlx!;(up The Dubliners, whom |
ed to recently, have given
me much encouragement.”
) Miss Green who, in the past
= threg: years has been under g
r'| music teacher, sings with .her
partner Brian Horner every
< ggoelsday ’f‘vening at the Royal
reorgis ave Mai
b semes, rn, Main Street,
ey “The atmosphere in th
7 1 S e Roy.
!1{;‘. gue;)ar;;ge lsh quite fantastic,” s;uac}
& S S sy Who
S 1S _now about to
S

A

-

e

.

1
contact Radio Cleveland f
- IS| part in their show. “Our ofrolli1
e club  began about two months
: ago. Anyone interested in folk

they would pe pao

i made most f
TALENT

Susan. who has Sung in manv

Ly rts e

; parts of the country :
i ‘ and toured

e

done _mmich for charity

\'fmm'e was ¥

S| at  Sunnydale sc,hool%for the). :

physlca{ly handicapped children \’r‘

i and this evening she will be (| =

| Singing for charity at Oldi
Shildon's Workingmen’s Cl :

Her 22-year-old brother Allan

too, has talent, but with hi§

hands not his voice. He has

S-| competition. and Jast

: ] 2 s rea

e g;came the Champiion yeO;
ampions..and was

the ﬁ%ﬂ'ﬂm Tromme. b

atsugaalrl‘dw: . (,f “:N‘.qi”f’mﬂ:
and whose on'v other hobhy is
walking has no intentions of
courting. - “I am not really
interested in boyfriends,” she
said. “Singing is rather more
on my mind_tl hoys.?,

railway book

added

railway celebrations

i .simplified and comprehensive

o Jubxleei form for the lziel{?fitc o{\_ yougg

’ i | readers too”, said Mr Corkin, who |

th%ubﬁ?c‘f,?ign_ ragxzﬂ' has had numerous short stories
contain dozens of | and article published in many

leading magazines. |

The price of the publication |

| has yet to be fixed, but the book |

is expected to be on sale at

the Stocktor} N

other | p

America, | 3
-
fi

pies of | Bos gy ae ey
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Rambler Ron

writes a book .

“These boots were made for
Walkmg,” is. a song Ronald
Spedding enjoys playing on his
mouth organ, for it is walking
that has suddenly brought him
| Instant success. Dalesman Book
Publications, Yorkshire, have
accepted and are publishing his
book “Walking in Weardale.”

“It is my very first attempt in
v‘\jntmg a book,” said Ron, of
Simpson Street, Shildon. “The
pu!)tlxshers hhave now asked me to
write another book, this tim
th}ei wall;s of Durham.” e
_Ron, 49, is certainly versatile.
Not only did he writey the book,
but the excellent sketches that
appear in it are by his own hand.
He also writes and reads poetry
to groups, sings folk songs, plays
a mouth organ extremely well and
after collecting twigs while ofi his

B e

Rail News, January, 1974,-‘;@;3;?‘:«{.» -

Bill’s cups

b
e

I keep on

i

lead a sponsored  walk for the |
disabled on April 28, by the |
Shildon  “Four of Clubs”
organisation. “If it does well, I| -
shall certainly continue to write
such books.”

Ron’s wife, Kathleen, said: “I
too am a keen rambler, We are a
ver}‘; happy couple because we
bot. enjoy our long walks to-
gether.” ‘Walking in Weardale’ is
priced at 35p.

orowing

WILLIAM FLORENTINE, a
sheet metal worker at BRE’s
Shildon works, seems to
have an uncanny knack of
winning prizes with his
flowers. :

No matter where he goes,
he returns home with a
’ = handful of cups and medals.

Now his fame has brought
him in front of the TV
cameras in an inferview with
Tyne Tees gardening expert
t : Bob Woolley.
| Bill began growing flowers
{ 20 years ago after a friend-
gave him six plafits. Since

g a1
T e ol s

¢ TT TRATYERTLY |

e S —)

i that day he has wori more walks, carves and i < 1

than 150 trophies and 96 into figures of sml?e()s{lmﬁphma;'?s r ,

‘ silver and bronze- medals: and other animals. s j

j — He has sold many of his|€ 5

- . ;ketcl_les Sm this country and ; 5
. : > 3 = merica. Some now hang i i
V:ce-pr esid ent Royal  George 'I‘av}:;:'n;g mM:xli]r? 8- ?

5 Street, Shildon, where he sings |t 2

his folk songs. a ‘

“hidge . e

a
Apart from winning prizes,

b

“It took me a year to write the
book,” said Ron, who is a

Bill, 55, is a ePfominent DOR, L
2 - millwright at th i i1/ @ .
lecFuxjer..and has visitgd Works. “It mversezzs‘l‘:;lg(osnan%alll t
sogieties in many parts of the have tried to open the most | : .
Important walks of . Weardale, 5 e : 3

o

country to give talks. And

when he is not lecturing or especially for the tourist.”

William Florentine of Shildon works with his cupboard full of trop#ies.
- e . & TE The 64-page book:is the latest

nuriinghis %alrflts'th: travdels - = - : edition £rom Dalasman | 2
* as far as Belfast to judger s = > ot a
= publications, and on the back |2
flower shows. & 2 i 3 z cover Stan C -
( . { ,eT r Stan Cardwell,
Billis life vice-president of g I 6‘KY P R 6 BE C&?K ,M Ramblers Association, andogutltmgs
the National Chrysanthe- | | : : SR ‘Ofl tma'nyll such books, writes:
i mum Northern Group and ) 4 E’)/ Istorically, Weardale is one of
% secretary of the Darlington | P'WE o) KEN BE HHM | gl;e gtllchest districts in this part
5 Chrysanthemum and Dahlia J,b k e north country. In this
vl g ( | book, Mr Spedding has set out
Society | ¢ [ many = new  cross-country and
3 He is #so a life member of | , ¢ y — — = - circular walks “which will give
the Stockton Chrysanthe-| ‘\gt"]em, ml"x axtld pleasure to. those
“mum and Dahlia $ociety, | e o on . U the scenic
2 : : auties )
and is holder of the National | | : TR g e
3 Diploma in judging chrys-| & : > o newsagents any day now,” said Mr
. anthemums in early and| ¢ | Spedding, who has been asked to
H | late flowering varieties. E J Joy and excitement has
e ; Five years ago he was af suddenly come to the young
b ! awarded the National Chrys- | ./ { i | people of Féldlon Vllllagte for gthtt?y
8 : ' { | are now at long last going to
B8 ?:tgfsr:u? ;l:égnzlledgzhﬁ: H . | have a disco and youth club of
i . : (¢ ! | their own, And it has all
* judge — all gained by| | | materialised through the efforts
i b . examination in theory and| ; ; %fkan Eldon man, Mr Eddie o
- B et rompts on
.i‘.f ZiE And what is the secr®t of ¥ ‘ ;\é[lr Baker (;f 13 D?uble Row 3 -
i his success? ‘Says Bill: |, [§ said: “Apart from a few swings ?
“ s . > which Shildon council erected ==
& P Success lies-in atlention to| ¢ = there is absolutely nothing else 3
! i ang selectlton otf gmd ;}t}ock n }tl}?re hforthyou,l;g §e°ple‘f Tﬁe e
I : and correct watering. ere | 5 ought at boredom of the
i is no secret, just observation | j kids was perhaps the cause of man tO s
= g and hard work.” vandalism pll;ompted me to have ‘
{ : 2 A= a go at such a venture.” |
No wonder they call him | (43 Mr T. Dixon, owner of the 4
Mr Chrysanthemum. a building which is now going to 2 &
be wused as tine club was 3
contacted. “He was so keen on O en lSCO
= | the venture that he let us have
the hall without any hesitation,”
! said Mr Baker.
5 i Eddie, who in the ,past has  pirds. “When we get properly works at the Shildon Rail
TR fought to get Eldon homes organised perhaps we will shops, not only has he the
A modernised, took steps in encourage the kids from other youngsters cleaning out the hall
; ] forming a_committee vyhxch now areas.” but has also made them
: include his attractive wife The youngsters are so keen promise that, once a week, they
o == Eileen as  secretary and  on what is happening to them  will help the old people of
3 e S : treasurer, his mother Mrs Ethel  that they have all pulled Eldon by shopping and doing a
Ss e s ; e = Heatherington, ~ Mrs  Gwen  together to give the hall a  spot of cleaning for them — in
i / S e Smvth, Mr Brian Mawson, Mr  sparkling new look. return for what he and the
y ? g 7 / Saape : : Jack Howard and Cecil and Margaret Riley, aged 15, said: committee are doing for them.
i /(/é[[’/{/ 2/1/‘/ 14 : Laura Gibson. Mrs Smyth and  «“We are so thrilled that the So much is the stir of
= NG ' Mr  Mawson have had  girls are doing the scrubbing excitement that the youngsters
1 e = considerable  experience  in  while the boys are doing the readily agreed to the
i vouth club activities. All live in heavy work.” suggestion!

-
\
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Double Row and Office Row.
With the co-operation of the
scouts who also use the hall,
and who have done much to
help Mr Baker, the disco will,
at first, run two nights a week.

Julie Horan, aged 13, of
Office Row said: “We think 1t
all too wonderful. Now we have
somewhere to go and things to
do in our own village.”

Mrs Chipchase who owns a

“When we are established,”
said Mr Baker, whose 15-year-
old daughter Christine and son
David can hardly wait for
opening night, “we intend that
the older boys and girls form

s o= The scouts, encouraged Wwith  grocery shop next to the hall ; L
F 6 = / ?%‘- about running a _ disco  jn Main Road said that her two g;ﬁg e f;';g(‘},‘l‘stit;ﬁit;?, e
< 7 the venture, are now thinking children would certainly T e The scouts YRS
S = L i R e patronize it. “Mr Baker and  the first two weeks Eddie and
: So far, about sixty voung  those concerned are certainly pjs committee will not face any

e

/ Mr Baker, whose hobby deals The interest is certainly
/ with  pigeons and foreign strong for Mr Baker, who appreciated.”
’ . R AR 1 R0 L

e —
: L Se [V,
TR = fﬁc@ﬁﬁ 2 (Gf\’k/f‘/ -

people have rushed forward to

putting their heart and soul

kind of bill.

join the club, their ages into it. I will give all the help . . .

i . ‘ f financia

ranging from eleven to 18. 1 can, for such a venture in ~ppo%lfetgs t;zty aarisee‘;y’ slar;'s le'-
OUTSIDERS this village is definitely needed Baker. “Although we wili have

“At present it is strictly for
the youngsters of Eldon, says

for the children.”
STRONG INTEREST

to charge a small membership
fee, any financial help from
Eldon residents will be greatly
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he 1938 photograph which brought back memories. Standing, left
. to right: H: ‘Garthwaite, '}, Clapham (committee man), R. Gedling,
- €. Caine, R. Bushby, S. Wearmouth, O. Jones (spectator), R.
" Priestley. Seated: Mr Whitehead, R. Thornton, R. Ingledew, 1.

Cariiai 1'.. Hindmarsh. ‘ ,AuU{MA@
Photo brings back | emeoves

mixed memories : o 75
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A football photograph has brought | are dead — R Ingledew, R Priestley, | th

Ra'l
I d
sad and happy memories back to Mr | R Thornton and T ‘Hindmarch. ‘‘Bob | pe
Priestley, who was known as ‘Hop’

EMBARRASSING rus of papes g#ﬁi B sho o o 1C°netgele§e"§§fi for his speed, would h b A ’ = ’\/
=52 ildon, who used to play a r peed, w ave been a o : > %
g 3{6,47/, R Corr K/

backs to hand this week: quick ] ; ay - !
. and inside right ositions, scored | great player if he had not been killed
start Wltl} a couple of locals, = - .| quite a_few goals whpen he played for | at Dunkirk,” said Jack. Charlie | ™
both of wide interest. » '| Evenwood, Stockton, Shildon and York Caine, who is employed at Shildon
Robert Corkin’'s Shildon: : before the war. Rail works, played for Spennymoor de
Cradie of Railways (Frank In fact, modest Mr Carnan’s yellow ;gsdmm“.‘,’e:ém S e Iy .
and dog-eared newspaper clippings of | “yos¢ of the team Jack remembers .

o =

-

Graham 60p) is a must for = E )

railway buffs “as well as a | when he played football, prove that it | a¢ one time played for Heighingte

= . . hi 2 S .| was nothing for him to crash in W0 | yunjors and Bishop Auckland Boy

history _to satisfy - Shildonian e | or three goals in practically’ every | 5ng ai received football medals. Mo

pride, which includes the belief S game., 1 wonder Where the others | ;%0 1245 lived in Shildon bt twi

fhat " Timothy Hackworth ias ]| Ehow® i o M wel e st Blasers "5 Wader” anaF clavnargh
5 = N B S " not on the photograph) used to liveli

far greater man than George -~ [} | of today’s youngsters. 'i(n Helgmngm%. graph) o

Stephenson. It has a lot of fresh )
3 : & = arnan knows that four of them Jack, and. his wife Rosina, recalled §&
detail, and a _ photographic o o ek the hard times. “Around 1930 ninedf

section by Ken Beetham with out of ten appeared to be on the ¥
map pictures. e

dole;”” he said. ‘I remember all the }@
shildon school kids playing football |
for teams such as Church Street '§
5 Wanderers, Regent Street Swifts and |
po e o =4 Bolckow Dynamos.”’ Mr Carnan added
P e that in those days they had no
- money, did not smoke or drink, and
often walked to Heighington and
other places in rain, hail or snow,.
just to play football.
Looking at the old photograph

ew | 28ain, he said: ‘‘Yes, it would make P#i
wen | Y day if we could all meet again.” Ma
?
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g@eed 58 years, v
: musband of Mary  Corkity and
S s a dear father of Trevor,
s i Neville and Hayley, father-in-
‘ : o S < : of Susan and loving
'-. : - 5/0 K’/ES Derane : grandad of Tracy and Robert.
£ - 5 z = Interment Tuesday at Shildon
3 £ 2 f 37’ E / = /\/ - Cemetery. Cortege leaving
= 7 27 $on 4 residence - at 11.20 am. for
< KG 5E!€ C 2 R / service in Shildon Methodist | {
: (‘Ihurch at 11.30 a.m. Friends
a = P . please meet at chureh, in-
= S = . terment private y
Y 2 2§ - - <% :
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. CORKIN
wish to than
neighbours,

2 ; con®
dolénce and _beautiful floral
tributes received during their
recent sudden loss.

CORKIN - ALDERSON. o
Congratulations te both Neville
tand Linda on your
€engagement. Love and
happiness, grandma and |
granda 'Grainger. [
CORKIN — ALDERSON. — |
g congratulations . Neville.  and |

‘both families
— GIBSON.

-y a .on
- Love. ;Fr
SGRESSMAN

/ 2
{ Shildon Scouts Carnival Queen Jill Pounder of Shildon ané her attendants, accom?amed by. a
op |  brownie guard of honour, parade the streets in a 1929 Lagonda, owned by Mr |. Wright, of Mid- ha

dridge.— (Photo: Bill Oliver). C1
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i | | Ties, mugs, tee-shirts,
§ SO PO | decanters and  key - fobs are
g o Y | some of the items which are
i -\__“,,i.nt I now . being produced § as
€ | sourvenirs for this year's
150th  anniversary of the
Stockton and Darlington
Railway.

A Shildon man, who has
been producing wood figures
for many years, is contributing
with ‘an  unusual item by
carving the railway pioneer

2 ; Timothy Hackworth. It is a

nine inch model, took a week

% to complete, and has an

[ Y uncanny likeness of
" Hackworth.

YL _decided™to  do this

because T believe the
thousands of  visitors to
Shildon ' during the
celebrations  will appreciate
such a souvenir,” said 50-year-
old Douglas Kipling of

Auckland Terrace.

Mr Kipling, who is a mobile
crane driver at Shildon Rail
Works, and who has been
recognised for his carvings of
i . 71 | prominent people such as Sir
4 | | Winston Churchill, Nelson and
Hitler, has carved Hackworth
in a special way so that it can
be cast and reproducad.

“1 am open to offers from
any casting firm who would be
willing to contribute to such a
venture,” says Doug, whose
home is colourfully decorated
with portraits of prominent
people such as Enoch Powell
and Mr Wilson which he
paints.in his spare time.

Mr Kipling, who is perhaps
the only artist in this _area
who is doing such an item,
found it no easy task to detail
the features of Hackworth.
“But 3 think 1 have
succeeded,” he said. “Anyway,
this is a very special year for
Shildon and its people, so I
just had to produce a model o.f
the town’s greatest pioneer,”
he added.

(Photo: Cassidy) .

The completed model.

Blhso D>

*

{Photo: Terry Cassidy, Shildon)

Clisne oLz

| Mr Douglas Kipling, of Shildon, putting the finishing touches to his model of railway pioneer Timothy
Hackworth.
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When 22-year-old Ondra
boyfriend popped the
she got straight down to it and
made  her ,own wedding . dress.
But then, Ondra who is a typist
at Aycliffe Development
Corporation, is rather good at
dressmaking.

Ondra, who has been living in
Leeholme for thé past three
vears, and who is the only
daughter of Mr and Mrs Moody,
of Shildon, married 25-year-old
Allan Nicholson an only son of
Mr and Mrs Nicholson, of
Evenwood.

The couple were married at St.
James’ Church, Coundon. Ondra,
was given away by her father,
the three bridesmaids Barbara
Mullier, Heather Nicholson, and
Angela Kyle, dressed in peach

halo of white roses. The best
man was Mr Martin Bennett.

After the wedding, ,Allan, who
is a civil servant at Bishop Auck-
land Social Security, and his
young bride moved into a house
they have bought in Crook. They
intend taking their honeymoon
later in the year.
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'y ‘T\\'o 15-year-old  German girl.\i;”
Y {from Dortmund, West Germany, |

S, | spent a day at the home of Mr |
¢ | and Mrs Anderson, of 21 Jubilee !

St | Crescent, Shildon,  The girls, |
.| Gudrun - Bastine  and Karen
| Marcholler, both with a deaf |

{ aftliction,

| came with a party of |

~H € 120 other deaf children to study !
, 31\ P | and observe for themselves the |
“7:4,-_ 1d British way of life. The party is |
% of staying at the Durham |

' P | Agricultural College, ]

i {— | There .is” ta be an exchange |

! | visit on June 25 when a party of |
'8 o | English deaf children will Visit |
t | Dortmund. for two weeks. i
g : Among them will be Mr, and |
|85 e Mrg Anderson’s 11-year-old |
il -p | daughter, Susan, who is also |
w,1 50, | partly deaf. |
l, o‘ “I shall be seeing other deaf |
R isys | children in Dortmund,” said |
t ©|Susan, who goes to Bishop !

| Aucklands St.

‘ ] Anne’s School. “It’s
all going to be very exciting and |

P | educating.” !
For allowing them the freedom |

{of their home for the day, |
ide " Gudrun and Karen presented the |
{ 12T | Andersons  with three pretty i

30 | keepsakes. The German  girls |
Of | found Shildon a “strange little |
1@’ town,” and the people helpful

and very friendly i

Successes

Foﬂowing are Shildon g /
Newton Aydiffe Pupils a‘(l)‘(fi

Pauline Moses of Shildo
: 1 £ n, who
Lhi?);e passed eiocution cxamina-/
$:

London Academy of
and Dramatic Art: Karen
(Junior Pre!iminary
(Junior

Music
Scott |

pass), |

elim distinetion
Angela Norris (Grade 1 pass;:

Leslea (Grade 2/

pass). i

Poetry Society: Colin John. |
son (Primary cert, credit), Lisa |
medal

Toward (Junior bronze
(junior

pjc;lss), Theresa Hoog
sliver medal honours , Man

Batc_helor (intermedigte iegt).)
credit), Lorraine Elliott (inter-
gledlate cert.  credit), Joanne
Cousing (intermediate cert,
credit), Debbie Wise  (inter.
mediate bronze medal credit),

1

[an t hnson (intermediate |

Moody’s |
question |

dresses, their headdress being a|

|
{
|
{
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spread the gosp. |

A young ox
= - rasid -
.
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L { G
ntysis

possible before r
Brazil next February
The Medcrafts

missionaries to Brazil
before that John
father’'s firm in Lond
worked as an assistant

Mr Medcraft, whos
originated  from  Witton
found little satisfaction i s
work, and it was not long

he found himself at th
College, both in Sussex

America.

“I believe spreading the Gospel
is what God wanted me to do,” | (
said John. !

Mr Medcraft saw the people of
Brazil — which is the fourth larg-
est country in the world, and is |
times .the size of the British Isle i
—a happy and friendly race, even | Jo
though acute poverty surrounds | we
them, | of

“I cover .the North-East” said|Cq
John. “It is a  poor, backward | th

E
ey

area, and poverty is so staggering | set

that the poorest people in  this| C?
country - are extremely rich in|fo
comparison.”

Disease too in Brazil is
frightening. “Although our work | W
is mainly spiritual, we distribute by
clothing and booklets on diSPHSCS'3\1
to these unfortunate people,” said | th
Mr Medcraft, who ~OBEemeanght | Ea
typhaid, Ak ST St

Wi
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to bring hope
this area,
prepare them
said John.
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“The following morning, in the grey dawn, the coffin was
lifted. Up it came, slimy with wet clay, rain water running

« from it, dripping down it’s sides. Detective York and
Woodroffe watched two policemen battle to get the coffin
into the ambulance. As the ambulance moved swiftly away,
little did Woodroffe know, as he sat in the vehicle, that he
was not going to reach the Morgue .

Don’t miss “The Hanged Hangsman” by Robert Corkin,
in next month’s issue, on sale June 1st.

. . alive!”
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The price is rather steep as Fi
there are only 96 pages.
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Shildon, Cradle of the
Railways, Robert Corkin,
60p, Frank Graham. The
years of a 12-hour working day,
seven hours on Saturdays, when
workmen not more than five
minutes late were allowed to ‘
commence work, have long
gone.

By today’s standards thev
were the bad old days. But more I
than a century ago rules like
this formed the basis of every | W
man’s working life at Shildon. ar,

Robert Corkin’s interesting | 1

booklet creates a picture of | e
what life must have been like | 1™
there. It is No. 76 in the ’ a
Northern History Booklet ‘ I
series. ’ ;
SEgh ‘ ;
Trans Film | S
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